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Dear NDA Community, 

It’s hard to believe that I have been back at Notre Dame Acade-
my (NDA) for nearly three months already. Much to my surprise 
I feel like I have come back home. Notre Dame Academy has 
been in my heart for over 60 years. Although I lived across the 
street from West High School, my dream was to go to St. Joseph 
Academy (SJA). In those days we had to pass an entrance exam 
to even get in. My parents had to make sacrifices to send my 
four brothers and me to Premontre and St. Joseph Academy. It 
was so worth it! Through the efforts and dedication of the staff, 
I discovered my God-given talents and found the confidence to 
go and find my place in God’s plan for me in this world.

I was blessed to return to NDA in 1994 as principal. The decision 
to close the three Catholic Schools (St. Joseph Academy, Premon-
tre, and Abbot Pennings) in 1990 and reopen one co-ed school 
in the fall was met with much opposition and disappointment. 
Under Abbot Dane Radecki’s strong and competent leadership 
NDA began to grow in its own identity. Over the past 30 years, 
current students and former graduates have come to appreciate 
and love this school.

I am still discovering the many ways in which NDA has grown in 
these years. We are almost at capacity and are looking forward to 
about 800 students in the fall. The staff has increased in size (82 
full-time employees) with a student to teacher ratio of 15:1. The 
variety of courses offered has increased significantly. How won-
derful that the International Baccalaureate (IB) program has been 
added to the curriculum, and that our academic statistics are very 
impressive: 173 students took college credit courses, 89% of our 
graduates planned on attending a 4-year educational institution, 
6% of our graduates went on to attend 2-year educational in-
stitutions, and 5% either entered the military or the workforce. 

I have been impressed with the student body as a whole. Stu-
dents are friendly and happy. They go about their business with 
a sense of purpose. In the lunch room, there is a nice volume to 
their conversations. Students continue to focus on academics and 
we are proud that more than 80 students were inducted into the 
National Honor Society earlier this year.  

Further, the dedication of our employees is clear and evident. It 
is obvious as one walks the halls during class time that learn-

ing is going on. Some 
classes are engaged 
in active learning ex-
ercises, others are ab-
sorbed in the content 
being presented, and, 
in other classrooms, 
students are giving 
presentations or lead-
ing small group discus-
sions. On a number of 
occasions, I’ve heard 
teachers adamantly 
express their belief 
that the students come 
first. This is the way it 
should be! Our first 
priority is always the students and what’s in their best interest.

I have been impressed with the way the members of this com-
munity, (staff, students, board members, and parents) care and 
respect each other. There is a real effort to work toward a greater 
transparency and to keep our mission in mind as we make de-
cisions and move forward. We are committed to educating the 
whole person and teaching our students to take an active role in 
society when they leave so they will build a more just and social 
order that far exceeds what we have been able to accomplish.

Finally, my prayer is that each member of the NDA family be-
comes a “Doer of the Word.” Faith is important here. Faith is 
believing in a God who cares for each of us personally. Our God 
cares so much about us that we literally walk in God’s presence 
every moment of every day. In today’s terms, God has our backs. 
What more could we ask for?

Peace in this Awesome God,

      Sr. Pat Clement, CSJ
      Interim President

A Message From The Interim President

Sr . Pat Clement, CSJ, NDA interim president, awards 
Evan Lin, APHS 1990, who served as NDA Board 
of Education chairperson for two years at the 
President’s Dinner on May 8, 2019 . 



1990 TO TODAY
The transformations and the similarities
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Since its conception in 1990, Notre Dame Academy (NDA) has 
endured shifts and transformation, yet it has maintained its focus 
on educating the whole person. 

Teachers who remain at NDA don the same smiling faces and 
passion for Catholic education. Lisa (Nett) Schmidt, theology 
teacher, said, “The newness of the school is what I remember 
most from 1992. We all worked really hard, and we enjoyed a 
lot of laughter with one another.” 

Passion for Catholic education does not stop with the teachers. 
One of the greatest accomplishments NDA sees is when students 
return to be NDA teachers. Steve Stary, NDA 1992, is one such 
teacher. 

Seeing technology as the biggest change since his days at NDA, 
Stary said, “I have an old issue of the Premontre school paper 
from my older brother’s era where the feature article covered the 
school’s first computers. They had about three of them that they 
put into a room, that was more of a large closet, and that was 
the school’s first ‘computer lab.’ It was more of a novelty item for 
students to experiment with than a serious tool for academics. 
Whereas, now, everyone has a laptop or tablet.” 

Further, the NDA community has celebrated successes and ex-
perienced national tragedies together. Michele Mahlock, registrar 
and school quality specialist (and former English teacher), said, 
“I remember the events of 9/11. It was a day that I had checked 
out a TV cart, so we could access live news reports and begin to 

process the event. As the day went on, we had TVs set up in the 
auditorium so that everyone could access the most up-to-date 
information possible.” She went on to explain that, with how 
much our access to information has changed, we now experi-
ence national events in a much different way than people did 
back then. 

Finally, one of the biggest transformations to NDA has been 
changes to the building itself. During the renovation in 2001, 
when the atrium was added, the entrance moved from the cor-
ner of Mason Street and Maryhill Drive (the entrance used since 
the 1950s) to the current entrance by the employee parking lot 
which faces the tennis courts. 

Ken Flaten, Vice President for Business Operations, said, “Build-
ing the field house and new commons has enhanced every as-
pect of NDA. Not only do we have a beautiful facility, but it 
allows our teams to have ample practice time and spaces.” 

Looking toward the future, the need is to replace the original 
boilers from the 1950s, to move the main office to the atrium 
area, and to continue to enhance the safety and security of the 
building. Regarding safety, in 2018, NDA received grants from the 
State of Wisconsin to implement a visitor check-in system, along 
with bullet proof glass and internal security cameras. 

On the coming pages, you will find transformation photos from 
1990 to today. 

By: Kimberly Uelmen

NOWTHEN

PICTURES ABOVE: Each year, the Bible verse selected by the senior class is hung on the wall . The Class of 2019 chose, “Do not 
fear: I am with you,” Isaiah 41:10 .
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Lisa (Nett) Schmidt, pictured in 1991, 
joined the NDA staff in the school’s 
second year . She continues to teach 
theology to the NDA students today . 

THEN NOW25%

1999

2001

793

17,054

100%

Space added to NDA 
through renovations in 

1999 and 2001 .

The Priory was 
renovated to become 
classrooms and office 

space . Before that, 
the Priory was the 

residential area for the 
Norbertines . 

Addition of the 
Schneider Triton 

Center, commons, and 
atrium . The original 
lunchroom in the 

basement was filled 
in to support the 

field house . Students 
now eat lunch in the 

commons . 

Shane Lagerman, pictured in 1992, has 
not changed one bit! He is pictured in the 
“now” giving a blessing to Sam Peterman, 
NDA 2020, during the final all-school Mass 
of the 2018-19 school year . 

Andrea (Smeester) Hearden, SJA 1982, 
(pictured on the right) stands with Mrs . 
Wagner, former German teacher, and Sue 
Nelson, current physics teacher, in the 
early years at NDA . 

In 2017, Hearden was named a Golden 
Apple Teacher of Distinction . She is 
pictured with the 2016-17 NDA science 
department, consisting of (from left to 
right) Rachel Weier, Joy Mayer, Andrea 
Hearden, Deb Corriveau, Ann Hollenback, 
Kim Flinchum, Sue Nelson, and Dan 
Winkler . 

Projected  
NDA enrollment  

in 2019-20 .

Service hours 
completed by 

students in 2018-19 .

Graduation rate

QUICK FACTS LISA SCHMIDT

SHANE LAGERMAN

ANDREA HEARDEN

The Technology Shift

Technology has changed my instruction 
style greatly for the better! Having a 
projector and a large screen that all 
students can see has been a game changer, 
particularly for visual learners . I rarely, 
if ever, use my board to write notes for 
students to copy, as I once did . I use Google 
slides and Google docs for everything, and 
the ability to access school work from 
any location (home, etc .) has been really 
wonderful . Everything is accessible now, 
which has saved a lot of time!

-Lisa (Nett) Schmidt, theology teacher

Steve Stary, NDA 1992, is now an English 
teacher at NDA . In the “then” photo, 
pictured from left to right are Mackenzie 
Utic, Stary, Calvin Berceau, and Karly 
Vercauteren after a fencing competition . 
Pictured in the “now” photo, Stary continues 
to teach fencing at NDA, a passion he has 
held on to throughout the years . 

STEVE STARY
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The letters from Premontre High School were taken down and the letters for 
the new Notre Dame Academy were placed above the original main entrance on 
the corner of Mason Street and Maryhill Drive in 1990 . The main entrance is now 
located in the atrium, facing the employee parking lot by the tennis courts . 

The hallways of NDA have never been bare . Now, outfits have changed from 
wearing anything to wearing uniforms . Students must wear blue, green, or white 
polos with dress code pants, shorts, or skirts (for girls) .

The marquee has modernized throughout the years . It began as the Premontre sign, 
changed to the Notre Dame Academy sign, and now has digitized into a marquee . 

THEN NOW
“Norbertines wearing white habits 
are active at NDA in greater 
numbers than in decades . Students 
participate in service to the school 
and the Green Bay community 
in record numbers . Teachers and 
staff continue in their commitment 
to NDA’s Catholic mission to 
educate the whole person - 
spiritually, academically, socially, 
and physically . While the pace of 
change in the world around us 
continues to accelerate, our faith, 
the Catholic intellectual tradition 
and Jesus Christ, are not subject 
to the same forces .”

-Michele Mahlock, registrar and 
school quality specialist

The Triton Golf Classic is a fun event 
hosted by NDA each year . Since 1991, 
even the golf carts have changed and 
now include GPS and a touchscreen!
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Apply Today
If you or someone you know is interested in applying to NDA, visit  
www.NotreDameAcademy.com/admissions/how-to-apply. There you will  
find instructions describing how to apply, along with the online application. 

Today, NDA has two gyms: the 
Schneider Triton Center and the Alumni 
Gym . The Alumni Gym is the original 
gym used for athletic practices and 
competitions . The Schneider Triton 
Center hosts athletic events and events 
such as graduation and Tritonfest . 

In the early years, computers were 
seen as an “experiment .” Today, NDA is 
a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) school, 
meaning that all students are required 
to bring a device each day to school . 

In 2001, NDA celebrated the groundbreaking of the Schneider Triton Center . If it 
was not for that groundbreaking, NDA would not have the ability to host grand 
events and to feature excellent athletic competitions . 

With a tradition of excellence in athletics, Mike Rader, NDA 1991, was an athlete 
on the football team and is now the head Varsity football coach . 

In 1990, all education was done with textbooks and written notes . NDA now uses 
a combination of textbook and digital learning in order to replicate experience 
needed in the real world . 
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Principal Message

Dear NDA Community, 

On Monday, May 27 one of our maintenance team mem-
bers entered school through the atrium, walked through 
the quieted halls of Notre Dame Academy, and hung the 
picture of the NDA Class of 2019 on the wall just outside 
the Triton Center. Another class has graduated. The suc-
cesses and stresses, the joys and frustrations, Masses, and 
even a few missed opportunities are subsumed into the 
great history of our school. Now, 162 young adults will 
move into their future buoyed by the best our teachers can 
offer and the truth of the Gospel.

As NDA celebrates its 29th graduating class, the Class 
of 2019, and prepares to welcome nearly 200 incoming 
freshmen, the Class of 2023, it occurred to me that NDA 
is, in many regards, institutionally very young. Even 
when we reflect upon the history of our predecessor 
schools, our history dates back to slightly more than 120 
years. In comparison to NDA, Ursuline Academy in New 
Orleans, founded in 1727 by the Sisters of the Order of 
Saint Ursula, enjoys the distinction of being the oldest 
continuously operating Catholic school in the United 
States. Ursuline will celebrate 293 years this year as NDA 
celebrates only its 30th birthday. Ursuline predates the 
formation of the United States while NDA first came to 
be while George H.W. Bush was President. All of this is 
to recognize that the success of NDA, when measured 
against its relative youth, is nothing short of phenomenal.  

At our annual Senior Awards this May, there were 66 stu-
dents who received recognition. More than $13 million 
in scholarships were offered to our graduating class of 
162 students, and the composite ACT score of 26.0 is ac-
companied by two students who were named National 
Merit Scholarship Winners. Graduates of the NDA Class 
of 2019 will enter colleges and universities in 26 different 
states and Italy. The previous week at our annual Service 
Mass, our Campus Minister shared that the students over 
the past 12 months completed more than 17,000 hours of 
service to the community, five of our students earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout, and three of our graduates will enter 
the United States military to serve our country. 

It is clear that the year has been one of emphasizing the 
importance of being both “Catholic and Excellent.”

As the principal, I want to express my gratitude to the 
parents and guardians, to the faculty and staff, coaches, 
benefactors, and countless volunteers who made the year 
one to celebrate. NDA has a rich history and, although 
not the oldest Catholic school in America, we commit 
ourselves to the task at hand and to each student. Here, 
we grow one year older, one year wiser, together. 

As we prepare to welcome the NDA Class of 2023 this 
fall, we ask you to keep our students and community in 
prayer, to renew your commitment to Catholic education, 
and to embrace the potential of a young, energetic insti-
tution seeking to make a difference in the world.

As the first year of my tenure at NDA and my 32nd year 
of serving in a Catholic school comes to an end, not a 
day passes when I fail to express my gratitude to have 
the opportunity to serve in a Catholic school. To practice 
one’s faith each and every day while being a part of a 
history of excellence is both an honor and a privilege. 
While we may not be the oldest Catholic school in the 
nation, I cannot believe there is one with a greater sense 
of mission or purpose, nor one that is as committed as 
we are at 610 Maryhill Drive.

God Bless,

      Patrick Browne
      Principal, Notre Dame Academy 

A Message from the Principal

Embracing Our Potential

Rigo Linares, NDA 2022, reads his favorite book about Steve Jobs in English class . 

Patrick Browne, 
NDA Principal
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“I didn't want the kind of job that is like the movie Groundhog's 
Day where I had the same experience every day of the year, and I 
wanted to do something that could make a difference in people's 
lives. Teaching is a great vehicle to that end,” said Doug Guyette, 
NDA math instructor.  

This attitude possessed by Guyette led the Green Bay native to the 
Peace Corps, into the classrooms of a Catholic boarding school 
in Papua, New Guinea, to Manitowoc for 13 years of high school 
teaching, and, ultimately, to Notre Dame Academy (NDA) seven 
years ago.  

His classroom is anything but traditional, and Guyette often finds 
himself explaining his assessment strategies at professional de-
velopment conferences across the country. 

Guyette’s speaking career began with the sharing of curriculum 
ideas at the Wisconsin Mathematics Council in 2009. Guyette 
shared activities he had created to make math functions more 
relatable to the real world.

“Encouraged by positive feedback, I continued to present and 
share other ideas I had been working on regarding how I assess 
student work in mathematics,” said Guyette.

Borrowing from other subject areas and standard-based grading, 
Guyette developed new techniques for evaluating math. 

“A few years ago, I was given the chance to present at an interna-
tional conference for IB teachers (IB Conference of the Americas 
in Chicago),” said Guyette. One of the attendees enjoyed his pre-
sentation so much that she invited him to present to the faculty 
at two different high schools in Richmond, Virginia. 

“At the IB conference in Chicago, people were crowding in to 
hear Mr. Guyette’s talk on teaching math. Here at NDA, students 
get to appreciate his creativity every day. Now he is speaking to 
IB math teachers all over the country,” said IB English teacher 
Carolyn Brown.

Most of his work is focused on assessment practices that have 
proven successful for him. Methods for evaluating homework and 
enriching math units are among his featured topics. “One thing I 
enjoy quite a lot is the response from other math teachers to the 
work I'm sharing. Many of them know there's something wrong 
with the typical method of assessment, but they don't know of 
any better alternative, so being able to offer a vetted solution to 
that problem feels good,” said Guyette.

His unique teaching technique is confirmed by his students who 
appreciate his style as a change from the norm. Senior Zach Kell-
ner, a student in IB Math and valedictorian of the Class of 2019, 
said, “Mr. Guyette really puts a lot of effort into his students’ 
education. One is not ‘done’ with a problem unless it is properly 
notated, cogent, supported, and often visualized in some way 
graphically, like, in a table or a probability tree.” 

Kellner explained how many math teachers expect their students 
to show their work, but Guyette emphasizes communication, 
which “ultimately helps us better understand the concept.”

Along with the excitement of his public speaking engagements, 
Guyette is also looking forward to welcoming his son Riley 
Guyette, NDA 2023, to NDA. A future cross country runner, “Ri-
ley is looking forward to riding to and from school with me every 
day, which is awesome,” said Guyette.  

Despite the success of his dad as a teacher and musician 
(Guyette is a drummer for three area bands), Riley will be en-
couraged to choose his own path. “I am reluctant to push him 
into having the same interests and hobbies as me because I 
don't want to be that guy that tries to make his kid a better 
version of himself. When he finds something that interests him, 
he goes all in,” said Guyette.

A Jack of All Trades

Teacher Feature

By: Gioia Cumicek, NDA 2020

Doug Guyette, NDA math instructor, presents at national International Baccalaureate 
conferences and looks forward to welcoming his son Riley, NDA 2023, to the school next year . 

Gioia Cumicek is a senior at NDA. 
Her favorite subject is Journalism, 
and she runs on the cross country 
team. In the future, she hopes to 
continue journalism and running. 

About the Author
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Rachel Stover, NDA 2019, has been developing her artistic 
abilities for as long as she can remember. 

"Rachel is a talented young artist full of potential. Her awards and 
accolades build with each new piece she creates,” said Melanie 
Bradshaw Motiff, art teacher at Notre Dame Academy (NDA). 

Stover has won many art awards during her time at NDA. 
“Throughout her high school career, Rachel has received 
many awards for her artwork and has an impressive portfo-
lio that shows off her skills,” said Bradshaw Motiff. “Rachel 
is a quiet leader who is always working hard. She puts extra 
effort into everything she does.” 

Stover took first place at this year’s Cabaret Night contest, a 
special event NDA hosts each spring where students and staff 
show off their artistic talent. Stover said, “For Cabaret Night, 
I have won best painting, sculpture, and pastel, so it was nice 
to get first overall to finish things off my senior year. I spent 
so much time on the painting that won.”

She also won third place in the Congressional Art Contest last 
year and has received first place twice in the Brown County 
Martin Luther King Jr. poster contest. “I had my painting 
hung in Rep. Mike Gallagher’s office for a year, and this year 
he asked to display another painting in his new conference 
room,” she said.

Many of Stover’s artworks have been purchased by family 
members, friends, and community members. “Art is some-
thing I have liked and have been good at for as long as I can 
remember,” she said. “It is like a part of me and something I 
think everyone knows about me.”

Stover believes art is one of the best ways to relax and to take 
breaks from all the chaos of the outside world. “I have been 
able to give many people paintings or drawings as gifts,” she 
said. “It always brings a big smile to people’s faces and that 

makes me happy. It makes all the hours I put into a piece 
worth it."

Stover recently completed her most meaningful piece of art. 
It was a drawing of one of her grandparents’ wedding photos. 
“I loved the photos and wanted to do something special for 
my grandma to give her for their anniversary this year, so I 
drew one of them,” said Stover.

She has had many inspirations throughout her life, including 
artists Chuck Close, Vincent Van Gogh, Leonid Afremov, Ke-
hinde Wiley, and interior design expert Joanna Gaines. Sto-
ver’s role models and other inspirations include her mom, 
friends, and teachers. “I am surrounded by wonderful people 
who care about others and the world around them. They in-
spire me to be the best I can,” she explained.

Her goal is to become an interior designer. She will attend St. 
Norbert College and would love to travel abroad to Australia 
or Italy. She said, “I have known what I want to do with my 
life for probably the past six years, so I am excited to finally 
be able to start working towards that.”

“She is a talented artist who is willing to learn and try new 
things and is not afraid to put time and effort into perfecting an 
idea or technical aspect of a piece,” said Bradshaw Motiff. “I 
have no doubt that she will succeed at the next level and look 
forward to hearing about her accomplishments in college.”

Student Feature

By: Lauren Van Gheem, NDA 2020

Far From Amateur

Lauren Van Gheem is a senior  
at Notre Dame Academy. She  
loves learning and writing. She 
hopes to become a first grade 
teacher in her future. 

About the Author

Above:  Rachel Stover, NDA 2019, works on a piece she gifted to her grandmother . 
Stover is an accomplished artist whose work is featured in Rep . Mike Gallagher’s 
office in De Pere . Photo by Lauren Van Gheem .

Rachel Stover, NDA 2019
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Triston Behrend, NDA 2022, has wasted no time getting in-
volved in high school. With Varsity golf, honors classes, intra-
mural basketball, and fundraising, he is already doing it all.

Ever since he was seven years old, golf has been in his blood. 
“When I was really young, it was mostly just attempting to 
hit a couple shots around the green and not actually playing,” 
said Behrend.

He had his first real lesson when he was 11, which is when he 
began to take golf seriously, competing in tournaments during 
his 8th grade year at Holy Family Middle School.

“I was surprised to have made Varsity,” said Behrend. “I 
practiced a lot over the summer and on simulators over the 
winter. My goal was to play a high spot on JV, but I did not 
expect to play Varsity my freshman year.”

“Triston has been a wonderful addition to our golf pro-
gram,” said Coach Brian Bobinski. “He is a hard-working, 
high character individual who has represented Notre Dame 
Academy well.”

His first meet was very nerve wracking. He said, “Once I got 
through the first couple shots, my nerves settled down and 
it became less intimidating and more like a regular round.”

Overall, the season has been outstanding, and the team led 
the conference and placed third in the sectional competition. 
“It can be intimidating, but only if you let it be,” he said.

Golf is more than just a school sport for the freshman as he 
has taken his passion for the sport and found a way to help 
the community. 

During his 8th grade year, he was commissioned to do an IB 
community project. Naturally, he decided to gear towards 

golf and chose to hold a tournament 
with all the proceeds going to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital in Mem-
phis. He selected St. Jude’s because 
“...they don’t charge any patient or 
their families for anything, includ-
ing housing and food,” he said. 

“After the tournament was such a 
success, I decided to do it again the 
next year,” he said. “Over the past 
two years the tournament, called 
T-time for St. Jude, has raised over 
$8,000.”  

This year, he plans to host the tournament for the third time 
in Powers, Michigan, where it has been held the last two 
years, this time with hopes of expansion.

His plan is to contact local Green Bay businesses to ask for 
donations to help fund the event. “I want to make that the 
focus of my summer by continuing to ask businesses for do-
nations, making sure golfers sign up, making sure we can get 
food for the tournament, and all the things that you need to 
do to set up the golf tournament,” said Behrend.

By: Adison Karbon, NDA 2020

Adison Karbon is a junior at NDA. Her 
favorite subjects are English, Math, and 
Journalism. In her spare time, she shows 
horses and studies ballet. She hopes to 
continue journalism in her future. 

About the Author

Student Feature

Taking the World by Storm 
Triston Behrend, NDA 2022

Triston Behrend organizes a golf 
outing each year to benefit St . 
Jude’s in Memphis . 

HARRY GEISER
MATH TEACHER

30 YEAR CELEBRATION

THEN NOW
How has the classroom changed from 1990 to 2019? 

 The classroom in 1990 was the same physically as now, but with  
chalkboards, not whiteboards. There was no technology except a  
TI-SR-11 calculator and an abacus (a counting frame). Classes were  
huge as we had more than 900 students without the new additions. 
Math is still the meaning of life!
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Alumni Address

A Message from the Director of Events & Alumni Relations

Staying Connected Geno McKenna,  
NDA director of events 

& alumni relations

Dear Alumni, 

Congratulations to the Notre Dame Academy (NDA) Class of 
2019. You are now an official part of the more than 22,405 alum-
ni who have come before you and who are making a difference 
in the world. 

Our alumni have a proud history of achievement, service to oth-
ers, and dedication to their communities. Now it’s your turn, 
Class of 2019! Take the leap, follow your passion, and give back 
to the communities that have impacted you. It is our hope that 
you will continue the tradition of Triton pride everywhere you go.

As alumni of our schools (NDA, PHS, APHS, SJA, CCHS, and 
SNHS), remember that we love to hear from you. Please contin-
ue to share with us your updated contact information and life 
achievements as they occur. We want to hear about your career 
accomplishments, promotions, awards, and other milestones. 

Send us your updates by filling out the form on our website: 
www.notredameacademy.com/alumni/send-an-update. Your 
updates will run in the Alumni Updates section of Notre Dame 
Academy Magazine and possibly on the Notre Dame Academy 
Alumni Facebook page. Our alumni do amazing things, so be 
sure to continuously check back to these places to find out what 
your classmates are up to. 

In fact, this year, we are inducting 14 individuals and three teams 
into the Triton Academic & Athletic Hall of Fame on September 
28. These inductees took their high school accomplishments and 
work ethic, and applied them to real life. Who knows, maybe 
one day in the future, you and your classmates will become part 
of this prestigious group.

I leave the Class of 2019 with this. As you venture into the world 
as NDA alumni, we hope you continue to honor the tradition of 
Triton pride, to engage with other Triton alumni and alumni activ-
ities whenever possible, and to be a beacon of light in the world.

       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Geno McKenna 
Director of Events & Alumni Relations 
Notre Dame Academy 
ndaalumni@notredameacademy.com 
(920) 429-6114

FEBRUARY 22, 2020
TICKETS TO GO ON SALE  

IN JANUARY 2020

Interested in a sponsorship? 

Contact Geno McKenna,  
Director of Events & Alumni Relations 

ndaalumni@notredameacademy.com 
(920) 429-6114

TRITONFEST 
2020

SAVE THE DATE



Brian Buss,  
PHS 1982 - Athlete

NDA Girls Golf 2006 - Legendary Team

Jeff Kaftan,  
APHS 1981 -  
Education

Todd Danen,  
APHS 1973 -  
Athlete

Lauren Sesselmann, 
NDA 2001 – Athlete

Fred Dillon - 
Legendary Coach

John Zegers - 
Legendary Coach

Helen Reince – 
Legendary Faculty

Joe Walker,  
NDA 2004 - Athlete

Col. Les Rentmeester, 
SNHS 1937 - Military

Kevin Harlan,  
PHS 1978 - Arts

Kevin Heuvelmans, 
PHS 1973 - Athlete

Joe Pierre,  
NDA 2004 - Science

Jenny Everson-Wallberg, 
SJA 1979 - Athlete

Sr. Ella Kaster, CSJ, SJA 
1943 – Legendary Faculty

SJA Softball 1988 - Legendary Team

SJA Softball 1987 - Legendary Team

Congratulations!

Hall of Fame Dinner & Program
Saturday, September 28, 2019

More Information to Follow on the NDA Website

Triton Academic & Athletic Hall of Fame 
2019 Inductees



SUE NELSON
PHYSICS TEACHER

30 YEAR CELEBRATION

THEN NOW
How has the instruction in the classroom changed from 1990 to 2019? 

 The physics material that I teach has changed more these past 30 years 
than the teenagers that I teach. Some of the physics concepts and facts 
that I teach today were only theories 30 years ago. Also, advancements 
in technology have enhanced instruction in the classroom. 
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Alumni had the chance to relive the memories of their Canton, 
Mississippi service trips, this time as adults, from June 17-22. 
Each year, Daniel Kriegl, Notre Dame Academy (NDA) campus 
minister, leads a service trip to Canton during NDA’s spring 
break. Students can elect to go on this trip to spend their spring 
break in a meaningful way. 

“For years, I have had graduates say they wanted an alumni 
Canton trip,” said Kriegl. “At first I thought it was mostly just 
talk and more of a spur-of-the moment sentiment.” 

During the spring break trip in 2019, one of the leaders of the 
charity in Canton asked if Kriegl would be willing to bring 
alumni back for a summer trip since the charity receives less 
help during the summer. 

Following this, Kriegl decided to post on his Instagram page to 
gauge interest in an alumni service trip to Canton. “The post 
got so much attention and I knew the Holy Spirit was at work,” 
said Kriegl. 

Kriegl explained that this trip is in line with the values of NDA 
as it is faith in service and living witness of NDA’s values. The 

alumni who spread the love of service and community building 
from June 17-22 were:

 •  NDA 2012: Eric Robinson
 •   NDA 2014: Briana Bodoh, Kieran 

DeGroot, & Kevin Robinson
 •  NDA 2015: Greg & Joanna Young
 •  NDA 2016: Susan Rose
 •  NDA 2017: Ali DeWilde
 •  NDA 2018: Joel Haas & Tori Gantz

Haas fondly recalls his high school Can-
ton trip. He said, “When Mr. Kriegl men-
tioned that there would be an opportunity to serve in Canton this 
summer, I jumped at the chance! I feel it’s important for me to 
go as an NDA alumnus in order to keep building the connection 
between our great school and the community of Canton. The 
Lord has blessed me with so much, and I truly want to give back 
to those in need, both materially and spiritually.”

Kriegl’s goals were to build the Kingdom of God on earth as best 
the alumni can and to reunite former students who share a simi-
lar spirit working side by side for people who are less fortunate.

Rose said, “My first trip to Canton was almost accidental,” who 
signed up during high school to fill a spot for someone who 
was unable to attend at the last minute. “Going to Canton gave 
me a new kind of confidence. My first trip was out of my com-
fort zone for many reasons, and I’ve been more courageous and 
haven’t held back from new experiences in the years since.” 

Kriegl concluded, “Community is a value of NDA, and, I can 
say that, in my eight years here, nothing even comes close to 
the sense of true community that is built on these service trips.” 

Building a Sense of Community 
in Canton, Mississippi

By: Kimberly Uelmen

Community

Susan Rose, NDA 2016, recommends that all NDA students to go on a service trip to Canton, 
as her experience was life changing .  

Joel Haas, NDA 2018
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There are 22,405 Tritons  
Around the World…

Connect with them today!
Like @NotreDameAcademyAlumni on Facebook!

Purchase your seat today! Geno McKenna, Director of Events & Alumni Relations 
ndaalumni@notredameacademy .com  |  (920) 429-6114

Runaway Spoon will cater this 
delicious meal featuring food 
and beverages from a variety 
of local vendors . 

AUGUST 14, 2019

Farm to Table supports  
Notre Dame Academy’s 
students, faculty, and exceptional 
educational programs . 

MASS: 4:30 P .M .

COCKTAILS: 5 P .M .

DINNER: 5:30 P .M .

COST: $200
ONLY 100 TICKETS SOLD



Briana Fitzgerald, Ava Van Straten, and Anna Zimmerman, 
NDA 2021, were honored as teen leaders at the Greater 
Green Bay Teen Leadership event . Ashley Tuszka, NDA 
2019, works for the Greater Green Bay Chamber and 
spoke at the event as a mentor to her classmates . 

The NDA boys tennis team won the D2 state championship! An unprecedented nine 
individuals also made it to individual state May 31-June 1 . Josh Janssen/Christian Remington 
finished 2nd in doubles, Will Schneider/Al Schneider finished 3rd in doubles, and Myles 
Krzewinski finished 4th in singles . Also competing at individual state were JV Steckart, 
Tommy Zakowski, Will Templeton, and Henry Parish .

Caragan Olles, NDA 2020, was named one of 
the Top 10 Volunteers in the country by the 
Prudential Spirit of Service Community Awards . 
She received a trip to Washington DC in May 
where she learned that she was in the Top 10 . 
She is pictured with James Lonick of Prudential 
and Principal Patrick Browne .

The girls soccer team made its second consecutive state appearance . After 
winning the 2018 D3 state championship, the girls faced Edgewood on June 13 . 
The team lost 1-3, but NDA is proud of the continuous success made by the girls 
soccer program . 

TRITON TRIUMPHSTRIUMPHS

Bryce Kane, NDA 2022, 
shared his story of cancer 
survival at the HSHS St . 
Vincent Children’s Hospital 
Mass for Sick Children at 
St . John the Baptist in 
February . He also was the 
student selected to speak 
during Fund the Future at 
Tritonfest 2019 . Fund the 
Future raised $45,800 at 
Tritonfest . 
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Grady Brick and Emily Burgess, NDA 2019, share in conversation during the Class of 2019 Baccalaureate Mass & Commencement Ceremony, 
which took place on May 25, 2019 . Graduating were 162 students who achieved a 26 .0 ACT average . NDA wishes the Class of 2019 the best 
of luck as they begin their future . 

NDA student actors experienced great success in Clue On Stage as its spring 
play in 2019 . From left to right are Mattea Vecera, Samuel Ruffel, Jacob 
Massart, Jack Christensen, and Henry Kanning . 

Justin (Jay) Boulanger, NDA 2019, was the recipient of 
the Challenge of Excellence Award through the Green 
Bay Exchange Club . A role model in our school, Jay 
demonstrates what is good and right in the world 
through his actions .

Triton TriumphsTRIUMPHS
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The NDA band performed at the UW-Green Bay womens basketball game on March 21 . 
Andrew Gunville, NDA 2019, drum major, did a great job on the headset corresponding 
with the media and perfectly timing songs during timeouts and breaks . 

The NDA dance team took 3rd in kick, 
4th in pom, and 4th in jazz at Nationals 
in Orlando, Florida in March . The team 
also finished 7th in pom and 10th in 
jazz at state in February .

Theo Van Straten (right), NDA 2019, was named 
UnitedHealthcare Youth Volunteer Award Winner at the 
WPS Volunteer Awards banquet in April . He is pictured 
with Eric Genrich, NDA 1998, who was recently elected 
Mayor of Green Bay .  

Ellie Rose, NDA 2020, placed third in long jump at state track and field in May . 
This was her second state track & field appearance . The 1600 Relay (Ellie Rose, 
Anna Gruesen, Georgia Gregoire, and Katya Geyer) finished sixth at state . Also 
making a state appearance was the 3200 Relay (Kayla Hawley, Molly Desotell, 
Bella Zingler-Hoslett, and Katya Geyer) . 

TRITON TRIUMPHSTRIUMPHS
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NDA students performed Bye Bye Birdie as its school musical in January . Under the 
direction of Andrea Gilson, the student actors and musicians performed in front of 
nearly sell-out crowds . 

Hannah VandenHeuvel, NDA 2019, was named NDA’s 
Exchange Club Student of the Year in March 2019 . 

The Brown County Community Women's Club generously donated a defibrillator 
to NDA on May 17 . A defibrillator costs anywhere from $1,200-2,500 . Pictured 
with NDA Principal Patrick Browne and his fourth hour theology class are Sue 
Protzman, Director of Fundraising; Helene Rosner, Outgoing President; Pam Girtz, 
Incoming President; and Carol Simpson, member . 

Kayla Hawley, NDA 2019, signed to be part of the D1 UW-Green Bay Cross Country team .

Tritonfest 2019 raised $293,000, welcomed 400 
attendees, and featured 100 student and parent 
volunteers . Pictured are Rebekah Boucher, Bryce 
Kane, and Charles Peterson . Boucher and Peterson 
were student emcees and Kane spoke during 
Fund the Future . Tritonfest 2020 will take place on 
February 22, 2020 . 

Triton TriumphsTRIUMPHS
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Alumni Updates

Les Rentmeester, SNHS 1937, was honored by 
the Village of Howard on his 100th birthday for his 
contributions to country and community, and Feb-
ruary 18, 2019 was deemed “Les Rentmeester Day .” 
Rentmeester will be honored at the 2019 Triton Ac-
ademic & Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner & Program 
as the Military Award Recipient . 

Bob Tancik, CCHS 1944 . Submitted by Don 
Youniss, CCHS 1944: Each year as June 6 ap-
proaches, I think about one of my classmates 
at CCHS, Bob Tancik . There were 56 graduates 
in CCHS 1944 but Bob was unable to attend the 
graduation ceremony . He turned 18 during senior 
year and was drafted into the Army . He complet-
ed basic training, was shipped to England, and 
participated in the Normandy invasion on June 6, 
1944 . Unfortunately, Bob lost his life that day and 
became “CCHS’s First Hero of the Class of 1944 .”

Ed Berners, CCHS 1945, provided a $5,000 schol-
arship to NDA . His father was an architect, and 
Berners attended CCHS during WWII . The federal 
government put severe restrictions on civilian con-
struction during that time, so his father’s firm had 
little work to do . Berners was able to attend CCHS 
on savings from prior years . The firm survived and 
is now called Berners-Schober Associates, and, 
due to his gratefulness, he decided to provide this 
$5,000 scholarship . 

Rev. John F. O’Brien, CCHS 1947, recalls winning 
the state boxing championship at 124 and 148 
pounds . He also competed at Notre Dame Uni-
versity in 1950-51 at 140 pounds . 

Donald J. Parmentier, CCHS 1955, is very grateful 
for the Norbertine education he received at Cen-
tral Catholic and St . Norbert College . He enjoyed 
working with the CCHS band director, Norbert 
Ecker, who was an important influence on his life . 
He has six children and six grandchildren . He has 
been a church organist/choir director for most 
of his career . He and his wife, Marguerite, live in 
Menomonee Falls .

Ron Crowley-Koch, PHS 1960, recently became a 
CASA (court appointed special advocate) volunteer, 
where he supports and advocates for a foster child 
through the court system . 

Gene Nelson PHS 1965, and his wife, Rosa, went 
to the East Coast and California to visit eight mis-
sions that were established by the Franciscans in 
April and May 2019 . On the East Coast, they visited 
the Cathedral, Library of Congress, White House, 
Mount Vernon, Alexandria, Virginia, and many other 
sites in Washington D .C . They traveled to Niagara 
Falls . On their trip to California, they learned about 
missions, the Franciscans, Native Americans, the 
state’s landscape and culture, and Napa Valley . 
These trips were educational and information-
al about the Catholic faith and the history of the 
United States . 

James Vandenberg, PHS 1965, retired from 
working in finance at Ford Motor Company . He 
received the Waymaker Award from the Detroit 
Catholic Pastoral Alliance in September 2018 af-
ter serving many years on their Advisory Board of 
Directors . James and his wife, Marilyn, will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary on August 
23, 2019 in Detroit . They have two children and 
two grandchildren . 

Michael West, PHS 1966, recently made a Fellow 
of the Structural Engineering Institute of the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers . 

Mike Raymaker, PHS 1967, retired as a CFP and 
Stock Broker after 40 years at Smith Barney (Mor-
gan Stanley) . He remains active in the community, 
having served on 10 community organizations . He 

currently serves on boards for Heritage Hill Foun-
dation and Green Bay Botanical Garden . He is a 
trustee at St . Mary’s in Ledgeview . 

Bob Decker, PHS 1968, began his fifth season as 
a tour guide at Lambeau Field . 

Alice Quinlan, SJA 1968, is a quilter, and, since 
2010, she has taken it upon herself to make a quilt 
for each of her classmates . She presents the quilts 
to them at reunions and monthly luncheons . She 
has made approximately 50 quilts and her class-
mates enjoy the keepsakes . At the SJA 1968 lun-
cheon in August 2018, Mary Vann Seidl presented 
Quinlan with a tote bag to keep all of her quilt 
supplies in as a thank you from the class . 

Maryclaire Torinus, SJA 1971, received her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Religious Studies from Cardinal 
Stritch University in 1975 and received a certifica-
tion in Clinical Pastoral Education for Chaplaincy 
in 2009 . Her book, “Surviving A Stay In Hospice: An 
Expose,” will be published in 2020 . You can reach 
out to Maryclaire at maryclairetorinus@gmail .com 
or visit her website at www .hospicehelppro .com . 

Jim Staszak (left) and John Battiola (right), PHS 
1977, learned that it’s a pretty good rule never to 
show a favorite spot to any fisherman you wouldn’t 
trust with your wife . 

Lisa M. Morris, SJA 1985, is Owner/CEO of Naples 
From The Hearts Care, LLC in Naples, FL . 

Michael Ruby, PHS 
1985 ,  was recent-
ly elected Managing 
Shareholder of Kerber-
Rose SC, a regional CPA 
Firm with 10 locations 
in northeast Wiscon-
sin . He has served as a 
Tax Shareholder for the 
Firm for 20 years prior 
to this assignment .

Tim Chase, PHS 1988, coached the Beaver Dam 
High School girls basketball team to its third 
straight WIAA D2 state championship in March .

Alumni Updates
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Shannon L. Daily, NDA 1991, is the Senior Account 
Executive at Milwaukee Magazine . 

Nathan Tenor, 
NDA 1994, and his 
wife, Jennifer, wel-
comed their son, 
George Edward, to 
the world . Eleanor, 
George’s big sister 
(5), was by their 
side in her best 
hospital scrubs . The 
Tenor family resides 
in Alexandria, VA . 

Matthew Borowitz, NDA 1996, was elected to the 
vestry (corporate governing board) of St . James 
Church of De Pere in January 2019, as well as the 
search committee to find a new vector . 

Joseph Schmidt, NDA 2001, is a chef and is bring-
ing new life to the Farm to Table movement at 
Tenet Restaurant in Green Bay .

Danielle (DeFour) Grant, NDA 2004, is the Client 
Account Manager at Breakthrough Fuel . She and 
her husband, Adam, had a daughter Maria Eliza-
beth Grant in January 2019 . 

Dan Beardmore, NDA 2005, is a pediatrician at 
SSM Health/Dean Medical Group in southern Wis-
consin .  

Brett Merkatoris, NDA 2005, is a firefighter/para-
medic with the Maplewood Fire Department . He 
currently resides in Woodville, WI . 

Matt Dorvinen and Emma Iamsen, NDA 2006, 
were married at St . Patrick’s in Green Bay . They 
then went to Assisi and Rome where Pope Francis 
blessed their marriage . 

Jacob Bressers, NDA 
2008, is an execu-
tive & administrative 
support manager at 
the American Theatre 
wing in New York, NY . 
The American Theatre 
Wing is most recog-
nized for founding 
and producing The 
Tony Awards, and it 
invests financial and 
educational support in 
creatives destined to 
make theatre . Prior to 
his current employment, he worked with Harper’s 
Bazaar Magazine, The Radio City Rockettes, and 
Mia Michaels, the Emmy Award Winning choreog-
rapher known from So You Think You Can Dance .

Sister Karolyn Rose of St. Joseph, OCD (Chris-
tine Ertl), NDA 2008, entered formation with the 
Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Los 
Angeles in 2014 . She received the Holy Habit of 
Carmel on March 19, 2019 and will profess vows of 
Chastity, Poverty, and Obedience on July 19, 2019 . 
She asks all to keep her in their prayers . She is 
deeply grateful to NDA for planting the seed of her 
religious vocation within the church . 

Rob Riordan, NDA 2012, 
accepted a position as the 
baritone Apprentice Artist 
at the Lyric Opera of Kan-
sas City starting in fall 2019 . 
He will also pursue an Artist 
Certificate at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City . 

Erin Johnson, NDA 
2014 , is a Decem-
ber 2018 Magna Cum 
Laude graduate of 
UW-Eau Claire, major-
ing in Accounting and 
minoring in Business 
Finance . She had the 
opportunity to study 
abroad in England and 
traveled extensively her 
junior year . Upon graduation, she has accepted a 
job at Harbor Wealth Management in Green Bay 
where she plans to pursue her CPA, Financial Ad-
visor, as well as her Master’s Degree in Business . 

Zach Janssen, NDA 
2016, and his UW-Eau 
Claire tennis doubles 
partner Grant Mauthe 
saw great success 
during the 2018-19 
season . 

Charlie Urick, NDA 
2017, released his de-
but album and tour 
in February 2019 . The 
album is called Sofa 
Boy and he has been 
performing overseas . 

Hailey Gutowski, NDA 2017, was vocally featured 
with the Drake Symphony Orchestra in March . 

Ana Holzbach, NDA 2018, led the Stevenson Col-
lege women’s hockey team to a 1-0 shutout victory 
over Lebanon Valley College last season . During 
that game, the freshman goalie tallied 15 saves . 

SHARE  
YOUR NEWS! 

Submit your item at  
www.notredameacademy.com/

alumni/send-an-update

ANN HOLLENBACK
BIOLOGY TEACHER 

30 YEAR CELEBRATION

THEN NOW
What has been the greatest reward teaching at NDA? 

 At our school, we are able to celebrate all of our successes. That said, 
when we had tragedies and lost students, we took that to a whole 
different dimension than is possible in any other school. This included 
time in the chapel, quiet moments, and spending time with individual 
students. We were there for the students, and they were there for us.  
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T he Gapinski family has been blessed with incredible 
musical talent, allowing their voices to blend and their 
family to bond. We sat down with Nancy Gapinski, 

the mother of this talented Notre Dame Academy (NDA) family, 
to learn more about the family’s passion for music, strength in 
faith, and love for NDA.

Nancy has been volunteering with NDA for about seven years. 
Chris Salerno, NDA chorus instructor, said, “Nancy is a valued 
member of our volunteer staff. She is dependable, extremely 
talented, and great natured. She also advises and cheers on 
all of the students she works with. She is a great accompanist 
and teacher!”

Tell us about your family.

My husband James and I have eight children, all of whom 
graduated from or will graduate from NDA.

 •   Abby Gapinski Mikesell, NDA 2007, attended UW-
Eau Claire and received her Master’s of Divinity from 
Loyola University.

 •   Ellen Gapinski Montenero, NDA 2008, attended 
UW-Madison and received her Master’s in Arts and 
School Counseling from Marquette University.

 •   Max Gapinski, NDA 2009, attended UW-Eau Claire and 
received a degree in Airplane Mechanics from MATC.

 •   Maggi Gapinski, NDA 2011, attended UW-Eau Claire, 
and received her Master’s in Education from UW-Mil-
waukee.

 •   Tess Gapinski, NDA 2015, attended UW-Madison and 
is currently getting her Master’s in Social Work at 
UW-Milwaukee.

 •   Katie Gapinski, NDA 2017, attends UW-Madison.

 •   Paul Gapinski, NDA 2018, attends UW Madison.

 •   Sonja Gapinski, NDA 2021

How do you stay involved musically at NDA?

About seven years ago, Bill Hill invited me to accompany 
various band students at Solo & Ensemble. It was a won-
derful opportunity to meet and connect with the students 
at NDA. Since then, Chris Salerno and Steve Johnson have 
continued to invite me to accompany various choral con-
certs, musicals, and IB recitals.

Why do you continue to give back to the NDA  
community in this way? 

“We are many parts, we are all one body.” Catho-
lic schools have an amazing way of inviting people in 
through volunteer opportunities. We all have gifts and 
talents that can be used and shared to build one amazing 
community. At NDA, we have been blessed with amaz-
ing faculty and staff that challenge our students and en-
courage involvement. The connectedness that is found in 
sharing one’s gifts is a true blessing. Volunteering in this 
capacity has brought me a sense of ownership in NDA. 

Are all of your children musical? 

Amazingly, yes! Our kids began studying instruments 
privately in second grade. Most took piano and added 
instruments along the way. Vocally, I guess we can thank 
genetics. It is quite amazing how the voices blend. As the 
kids get married, we joke that all their partners must add 
their voices to this choir. 

How have your children benefited from  
extracurriculars at NDA?

They were blessed with coaches that challenged them, 
experienced the excitement of winning state, and were 
part of conference-winning teams. 

They have been challenged to perfect music and win ex-
emplary titles at Solo & Ensemble. Directors have given 
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them opportunities for lead roles in musicals and plays. 
They have performed as a family at various celebrations, 
such as the Green Bay Men’s Conference and the Sisters 
of St. Francis’ 150th Anniversary. 

They have all excelled in academics beyond high school 
and college, and most of them continue to share their 
musical abilities in their universities and parishes. 

How has your family been involved in your parish?

We started a youth choir more than 15 years ago at Holy 
Cross. My thought process in starting this choir was to keep 
my kids engaged in Mass as a participant. Never could I 
have imagined what a blessing this would be to me. 

The youth choir became a family choir shortly after my 
kids moved on to college, mostly because our numbers 
dwindled. While other high school kids enjoyed their 
beautiful Saturday afternoon, Jim and I “tortured” our 
kids by having them preparing for 4 p.m. Mass. 

Holy Cross allowed our family to sing every other Satur-
day for many years. We had the opportunity to sing for 
First Communions, Confirmations, and countless Holy 
Days. Needless to say, the kids learned quickly how to 
sight-read and to be accountable. This is my favorite thing 
to do with the kids. Gathering to sing for Christmas Eve 
and Good Friday has become a tradition that each child 
looks forward to being part of. 

How long does it take your family to prepare for 
singing events? 

Typically, when the family is asked to sing for something, 
we decide on music and send a PDF to each child (some-
times I wonder if they look at it). We usually gather the 
day before to run the music. Again, all those years of 
throwing music at the kids has developed some amazing 
sight-reading skills. Most of our time is spent trying to find 
the best balance on voicing. I cannot tell you how blessed 
I feel that all my kids really enjoy singing together and 
raising our voices to the Lord. 

What is an event you most enjoyed performing at?

Last year, we sang for Abbot Dane’s ceremony. We were 
part of a larger choir under the direction of Father Mike. 
Abbot Dane had asked our family to sing a special medi-
ation during the sign of peace. We were so honored to be 
part of this amazing day in celebrating an extraordinary 
man.

Does your family sing together at home?

Do we sing at home?...Say a word and someone is sure 
to start singing a song. We really do spend a great deal 
of time in song. We continue to sing at Holy Cross on 
occasion, and Jim and the kids have a band that plays 
out in the summer. 

Why do you continue to choose NDA as the high 
school for your children? 

It is invaluable to Jim and me that the kids have an under-
standing of God’s presence in all aspects of their lives, and 
that they be challenged to make God known to the world. 
NDA has taught the kids the privilege and joy of hard 
work and discipline, as well as competition and success. 
They have learned to be a part of the whole, and that the 
Body of Christ is only as strong as each of its parts. 

The faculty, staff, administrators, and coaches are amaz-
ing at NDA. Their love for our kids and God is apparent. 
We are so blessed to have a thriving Catholic high school 
in our community.

How has NDA prepared your children for life?

I think that NDA prepared the kids well for the rigor of 
college and gave them diverse opportunities which al-
lowed them to explore talents that we had no idea they 
had. Campus ministry opportunities and NDA Serves 
taught them that they are called to serve and called to be 
“the eyes and hands of Christ.” With each opportunity to 
volunteer, I become more in awe of how many amazing 
people have committed their lives to Catholic education 
and our kids.  

The Gapinski Children

Abby 
NDA 2007

Ellen 
NDA 2008

Max 
NDA 2009

Maggi 
NDA 2011

Tess 
NDA 2015

Katie 
NDA 2017

Paul 
NDA 2018

Sonja 
NDA 2021
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Reunions & Gatherings

SJA 1951
 Class Meets: Third Tuesday of month
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  Please contact Janet Janquart 

Lenss at (920) 544-8035, Joan 
Rocque Miller at (920) 437-3654, 
or Dolores Heimerl Eisch at  
(920) 336-4262 .

CCHS 1952
 Class Meets:  First and third Monday  

of month
 Time: 8 a .m .
 Location:  Perkins Restaurant  

(East Town Mall)

CCHS 1953
 Class Meets: First Monday of month
 Time: 12 p .m .
 Location: Bay Family Restaurant
 Contact: Pat Simons at (920) 445-4900

SJA 1954
 Class meets: First Thursday of month
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location:  Village Grille, 801 Hoffman Road, 

Green Bay
 Details:  Contact Rosalyn Herlik Simonar at 

(920) 676-5952

SJA 1955
 Class Meets:  First Wednesday of every 

other month (February, April, 
June, August, October, and 
December)

 Time: 12 p .m .
 Location: 1951 West
 Details:  Contact Carol Junion Jones at 

(920) 680-1871

CCHS 1955
 Class Meets: First Thursday of month
 Time: 11:30 a .m .
 Location: Bay Family Restaurant

SJA 1956
 Class Meets: First Tuesday of month
 Time: 11:30 a .m .
 Location: 1951 West

SJA 1957
 Class Meets:  Mass at St . Willebrord on first 

Friday of month  
December-March . Mass at 
the Cathedral April-Novem-
ber . Breakfast follows Mass .

 Details:  Mary Funk Melum at (920) 425-4293 

 Contact:  Evelyn Woitula Schoen at  
(920) 468-4282 or Maryann  
Gay Hyska at (920) 499-3904

 Details:  Please save the date for our 70th 
reunion!

CCHS Class of 1949 - 70th Reunion
 Date: Friday, August 9, 2019
 Time: 12:30 p .m .
 Location:  Rock Garden - 1951 Bond Street, 

Green Bay, WI
 Contact:  Don La Force at dorgodsdad@

aol .com or (310) 377-5498

GATHERINGS
CCHS 1945
 Class meets:  Third Thursday of June and 

October
 Time: 12:30 p .m .
 Location: Bay Family Restaurant

SJA 1950
 Class Meets: Third Tuesday of month
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  Contact Marion Rentmeester Ripp 

at (920) 468-6354

CCHS 1950
 Class Meets:  First Thursday of March, 

June, September, and  
December

 Time: 12 p .m . 
 Location:  Perkins Restaurant (East Town 

Mall) in December and March; 
Titletown Brewing Company in 
June and September

 Details:  Spouses and friends are welcome 
to join .

 Contact: James Prosser at (920) 465-9935

REUNIONS
SJA, PHS, APHS 1989 - 30th Reunion
 Date: Saturday, August 17, 2019
 Time: 7 p .m .
 Location: Green Bay Distillery

SJA Class of 1979 - 40th Reunion
 Date: Saturday, August 10, 2019
 Time: 5:30 p .m .
 Location:  Village Grille, 801 Hoffman Rd ., 

Green Bay
 Details:  There will be a cash bar,  

hors d’oeuvres, and a buffet  
dinner . Inquiries can be sent  
to Beth Sorenson Simonet at  
johnsim79@aol .com or  
Kathryn Kohn at (920) 530-1648 .

SJA Class of 1969 - 50th Reunion
 Date: Saturday, July 27, 2019
 Time: 5-10 p .m .
 Location: Village Grille, 801 Hoffman Rd .
 Contacts:  Barb at blemerond3@gmail .

com or Cammie at camiller-
ice@hotmail .com or (832)-423-
6125

SJA Class of 1964 - 55th Reunion
 Date: Friday, August 23, 2019
 Location:  Rock Garden Supper Club, 1951 

West Bond St ., Green Bay, WI 
54303

 Contact:  Mary DesJardins Hitchcock at 
dezz1hitch@yahoo .com or (941) 
740-2261

SJA Class of 1949 - 70th Reunion
 Date: October 3, 2019
 Time: 12 p .m .
 Location :  Bay Family Restaurant - 1301 S . 

Military Ave .

Reunions and Gatherings

PHS 1970 Football Team



NOTRE DAME ACADEMY  |  WWW .NOTREDAMEACADEMY .COM |   25

SJA 1958
 Class Meets:  Third Wednesday of month
 Time: 12 p .m .
 Location:  Nicolet Restaurant in  

West De Pere
 Details:  Judeann Danen Maslinski  

at (920) 499-5472

PHS 1958
 Class Meets: First Wednesday of month
 Time: 8:30 a .m .
 Location: Allouez Cafe
 Details:  John Brosteau at (920) 494-9284 

or Gary Goodmanson at  
(920) 499-7801

SJA 1959
 Class Meets: Second Tuesday of month
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  The class also meets for monthly 

lunches at 12:20 p .m .
 Contact:  Mary Van Ess Froelich at  

59academyreunion@gmail .com

PHS 1959
 Class Meets: Second Tuesday of month
 Time: 8 a .m .
 Location:  Perkins Restaurant  

(East Town Mall)

SJA 1961
 Class Meets:  First Monday of month (June, 

August, October, December, 
February, and April)

 Time: 10 a .m .
 Location: Allouez Village Grille
 Contact:  Bonnie (Katers) Granius at  

bgranius@gmail .com

SJA 1962
 Class Meets:  First Friday of January, April, 

and October
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  Di Willard Barrett at (920) 494-

5574 or willygrin62@yahoo .com

APHS 1962
 Class Meets: Third Wednesday of month
 Time: 10 a .m .
 Location: Oak Street Cafe in West De Pere

SJA 1963
 Class Meets:  Third Tuesday of month  

September-May
 Time: 9 a .m .
 Location: Bay Family Restaurant

PHS 1963
 Class Meets: First Friday of month
 Time: 8 a .m .
 Location: Golden Basket Restaurant
 Contact: Donna at (920) 337-0905

SJA 1964
 Class Meets: Second Tuesday of month
 Time: 9:30 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Contact: Mary Hitchcock at (941) 740-2261

PHS 1964
 Class Meets: Every Thursday
 Time: 9:30 a .m .
 Location: Allouez Cafe

SJA 1965
 Class Meets:  Third Tuesday of May  

and September
 Details:  Barb Brunette Katz at  

bkatz1231@gmail .com or  
(920) 682-7124 or LeeAnne 
Riopelle Scovell at (920) 468-4460 
or lascovell@new .rr .com

SJA 1968
 Class Meets: Third Saturday of month
 Time: 11:30 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  Colleen LeMieux Gaertig at  

granmainthewoods@yahoo .com 
or (920) 826-2066

PHS 1968
 Class Meets: First Wednesday of month
 Time: 8 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Details:  All classmates are welcome . If 

you would like to be part of the 
email list for this group, send your 
email to Dave Thompson at da-
vidtlindat123@yahoo .com . Please 
call him at (920) 680-2815 with 
further questions .

SJA 1970
 Class meets:  Third Saturday in May and 

October
 Time: 11 a .m .
 Location: Village Grille
 Contact: sja1970class@gmail .com

SJA Class of 1971
 Class meets:  January 2019  

(4-5 times per year)
 Time: 
 Location: Sammy's Pizza
 Details:  Mary Morgan Gauthier at  

(920) 246-6185

SJA Class of 1979
 Class meets:  Every three months  

(most recent gathering  
was October 18, 2018)

 Time: 6 p .m .
 Location: The Ravine
 Details:  Kathryn Kohn at hcorRc5@aol .com
  

Submit Your Reunion/Gathering
To submit a reunion or gathering, please email the details to 
communications@notredameacademy.com. Your update will be 
published on the NDA website and in the next magazine. 

ERIC NOVOTNY
PHS 1988 AND DIRECTOR OF MAINTENANCE 

30 YEAR CELEBRATION

THEN NOW
What has been the greatest reward working at NDA? 

 Since 1990, the building has gotten bigger and a lot more complex. 
We are challenged with the fact that we are still working on original 
mechanical equipment yet we are learning newer equipment that  
came in the first two expansion projects.
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In Memoriam 

- Marguerite (Hebert) Willard, SJA 1940

- Peter Neidl, CCHS 1943

- Donald Vandermuss, CCHS 1944

- Dawn (Stapleford) Duhm, SJA 1945

- Donald Engebos, CCHS 1945

- John J . Manley, CCHS 1945

- William Mistele, CCHS 1945

- Beatrice (Derenne) Scheel, SJA 1946

- Richard Youniss, CCHS 1946

- M/Sgt . Donald Bettine, CCHS 1947

- Marian (Johnson) Farrell, SJA 1947

- Jean (Kiefer) Fielder, SJA 1947

- Rita (Van Camp) Schmidt, SJA 1947

- Major Kenneth Vande Walle, SNHS 1947

- Roland Biersteker, CCHS 1948

- Kenneth Francken, SNHS 1948

- Mary Lou (LeMense) Gallagher, SJA 1948

- Sr . Marion Gillis, SJA 1948

- Margaret (Muller) Kelly, SJA 1949

- Robert Klika, CCHS 1948

- Richard Lester, CCHS 1948

- Shirley (Stauber) Moeller, SJA 1948

- Helen (Heney) Allaire, SJA 1949

- Patrick Beno, CCHS 1949

- Leland Hoffman, SNHS 1949

- Jerome Kuskowski, SNHS 1949

- Cyrus LaPlant, CCHS 1949

- Donna (La Plante) Reinkober, SJA 1949

- Glendon Wyckoff, SNHS 1949

- Gene Hasseler, SNHS 1950

- William Schneider, CCHS 1950

- Carol Ann (Franc) Waiters, SJA 1950

- Robert Burke, CCHS 1951

- William Fessenden, CCHS 1951

- Joan (Rocque) Miller, SJA 1951

- Yvonne (Delahaut) Orton, SJA 1951

- Mary Jean Barrett-Terry, SJA 1952

-  Frances “Barb” (Lindberg) Brotski,  
SJA 1952

- Harold Holschuh, CCHS 1952

- Anna (Hempton) Kocker, SJA 1952

- Daniel Rukamp, CCHS 1952

- Shirley (Heim) Shampo, SJA 1952

- David Heimerl, CCHS 1953

- Jacqueline Ann (Gering) Woten, SJA 1953

- James Byers, CCHS 1954

- James Charneski, CCHS 1954

- Mary Ann (Dockry) Harty, SJA 1954

- Gerald Krausert, CCHS 1954

- Patricia (McClure) Anderson, SJA 1955

- Marlene (Oszuscik) Calaway, SJA 1955

- Kathleen (Burns) Feller, SJA 1955

- Russell Gilson, CCHS 1955

- Russell Greatens, CCHS 1955

- Jeanie (Tordeur) Hlinak, SJA 1955

- Anthony Morgan, CCHS 1955

- Marjorie (Buresh) Moens, SJA 1956

- Mary (Euclide) Van Lanen, SJA 1956

- Philip Loritz, PHS 1957

- Janet (Van De Kreeke) Vanness, SJA 1957

- William Holzem, PHS 1958

- Dorothy (Schefe) Pruden – SJA 1958

- Jerome Statz, PHS 1958

- Connie (Klaybor) Hermes, SJA 1959

- Michael Jacqmin, PHS 1959

- Maxine (McKee) Nichols, SJA 1959

- Thomas Thomson, SNHS 1959

-  Rev . Angelo Feldkamp, O . Praem .,  
APHS 1960

- Donald Bins, PHS 1961

- Joyce (Huerth) Couch, SJA 1961

- Janice (Vanderloop) Mercier, SJA 1961

- Robert Pratsch, PHS 1961

- James Routhieaux, PHS 1961

- Mary Hoehne, SJA 1962

- Michael Kreuser, PHS 1963

- Thomas McGuire, PHS 1963

- Jean (VanderHeyden) Monfils, SJA 1963

- James Brawner, PHS 1964

- James Servais, PHS 1964

- James Heintzkill, APHS 1964

- Donald Micoley, PHS 1964

- Mark Quigley, PHS 1964

- James DeVleeschower, PHS 1965

- Richard Hannon, APHS 1965

- Wayne Heezen, PHS 1965

- Colette Kolstad, SJA 1966

- Peter Lemorande, PHS 1966

- Hank Anderson, APHS 1967

- Patrick Sadler, PHS 1969

- John Burns, PHS 1970

- James Harring, PHS 1971

- Jane (Anderson) Handler, SJA 1975

- Scott LeCaptain, PHS 1975

- Barbara (Panure) Nienow, SJA 1975

- JoanMarie Wagner, SJA 1977

In Memoriam
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Faith

NDA Roots Sprout Strong Faith Lives

Dating back to 1896, Notre Dame Academy (NDA) is tied to 
a long line of Catholic values. The predecessor schools es-
tablished a rich heritage in educational ministry, on which 
NDA’s mission is based. The goal throughout the years 
has been to educate the whole person by developing each 
student’s Christian faith, commitment to service, and full 
academic potential within a caring Church community. 

On May 25, 2019, the NDA Class of 2019 welcomed rep-
resentatives from both the Diocese of Green Bay and the 
Norbertine community. Bishop David Ricken was the cele-
brant at the Baccalaureate Mass, and Rt. Rev. Dane Radecki 
was concelebrant. Monica Sosa-Hernandez, NDA 2020, also 
participated in the Commencement Mass as a member of 
the choir.

“I love to sing, especially for God. I love having the talent 
He blessed me with and being able to express my happi-
ness and gratitude in using it,” said Sosa-Hernandez.

Sosa-Hernandez is passionate about her faith and takes 
the opportunities NDA offers, along with those of her 
parish, St. Willebrord. Confirmed in the spring, Sosa-Her-
nandez is a cantor, commentator, lector, and Eucharistic 
minister at the parish.

“NDA has truly opened my eyes to see the world clearly. 
This has grown my faith. I know that God is always with 
me, no matter what,” she said. Sosa-Hernandez is just one 
of many students who has been shaped my NDA’s mission 
to shape the whole person.

In the fall, NDA will welcome three Norbertine theology 
teachers to continue to help students grow in their faith. Fr. 
Jordan Neeck, Fr. Christian Raj, and Frater Charles Burris 
were chosen to take on this educational ministry for differ-
ent reasons, but all are excited to work with the students 
to strengthen their relationships with God.

“My goal for the students is to develop critical thinking 
skills: to ask questions, to seek out answers, and to de-
velop one’s own thoughts and opinions. Along with being 

able to think critically, my hope is that each student falls 
in love with God and comes to a better understanding of 
who God is calling each student to fully become as a child 
of God,” said the newly ordained Fr. Jordan. 

Fr. Jordan will be teaching select periods of Freshman The-
ology, Hebrew Scripture, Christian Lifestyles, Prayer & Spir-
ituality, and Morality & Social Justice. He was appointed to 
teach at NDA after discussing with the Personnel Commit-
tee at St. Norbert Abbey about his interest in working in 
a school environment. Following that discussion, together 
they discerned NDA was the right fit.

“I am excited to be a member of such a wonderful com-
munity of students, staff, and faculty. As a newly ordained 
priest, I think this will be a unique opportunity to encoun-
ter Christ and the Catholic Church outside of a church 
building,” said Fr. Jordan.

Fr. Christian, NDA Chaplain, will also be teaching Fresh-
man Theology. “My favorite part of being at NDA is the 
way that everything is connected to faith,” said Fr. Chris-
tian. Fr. Christian grew up in India and moved to the Unit-
ed States last August to fulfill his mission as a servant of 
Christ. He joined the NDA community in the fall of 2018 
as the school chaplain. 

Frater Burris will teach as part of his seminary studies.

By: Hannah Vanden Heuvel, NDA 2019

Hannah Vanden Heuvel, NDA 2019, is 
a first year journalism student and staff 
writer for The Tritonian. The senior 
has performed with various school 
ensembles throughout high school, and 
played the role of Mae Peterson in NDA’s 
rendition of Bye Bye Birdie. Hannah will 
attend the University of New Hampshire 
to study Hospitality Management.

About the Author

Fr . Christian Raj Frater Jonathon and Fr . Jordan Frater Charles Monica Sosa-Hernandez, NDA 2020
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President's Dinner Celebration

On the evening of Wednesday, May 8, 2019, the Notre Dame 
Academy (NDA) community celebrated its 29th Annual Pres-
ident’s Dinner. 

Dick Hietpas –  
Founders Award
Hietpas was a beloved teacher 
and coach at Premontre High 
School (PHS) and NDA for 
many years. Beginning teach-
ing in 1963, he taught math and 
physical education. When NDA 
was formed in 1990, he took 
the position of Vice President of Academics, and he retired in 
2003 as a math teacher. 

Hietpas’ coaching career was rewarding and successful. He 
coached for 41 years and led many teams to state champion-
ships, including:

 •  PHS 1969 Track & Field
 •  PHS 1978 Football
 •  St. Joseph Academy (SJA) 1987 Softball
 •  SJA 1988 Softball

Further, he was inducted into the Wisconsin High School 
Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame for his dedication 
to coaching, along with the Triton Academic & Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2018. 

At the event, he was presented by his daughter, Heidi. Hietpas 
and his wife, Sansee, have four daughters, and the couple 
enjoys spending time in Florida during the winters and on 
Legend Lake during the summers. 

Mary (LaMere) Burich –  
Distinguished Alumna 
Award
Burich, SJA 1988, was honored 
for her dedication to Catholic 
organizations within Green Bay. 
A product of Catholic education 
herself, Mary believes that “…a 
Catholic education is not only 
the highest level of academic education, but it also serves as 
a source in building and living one’s faith.”

She is the current Parish Trustee at Resurrection Parish, and 
has served on numerous committees at Resurrection Catholic 
Parish, Father Allouez Catholic School, St. Norbert College, 
and the GRACE Board of Trustees. She also was a member 
of the collaboration team that brought Resurrection and St. 
Matthew Catholic Schools together to form Father Allouez 
Catholic School.

At the event, she was presented by Kim Desotell, GRACE 
president. Mary and her husband, Jeffrey, PHS 1987, have a 
son, Aidan, a 7th grader at Father Allouez Catholic School. He 
will begin his education at NDA in 2020 and they are looking 
forward to his NDA graduation in 2024.

Dr. Joel Hein – Distin-
guished Alumnus Award
Hein, NDA 2000, is an Ortho-
pedic Surgeon at Orthopedic 
and Sports Medicine Specialists 
(OSMS) in Green Bay. Hein also 
serves as a mentor and adjunct 
faculty member for Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin-Green Bay.

He was salutatorian of his NDA 
graduating class and feels that Catholic education “…provides 
a foundation of learning and service to others rooted in mor-
als and faith, allowing students to think beyond themselves,” 
leading him to dedicate time to Notre Dame De Pere, his chil-
dren’s school and St. Francis Church, his parish.

At the event, he was presented by Carolyn Brown, NDA En-
glish teacher. Hein and his wife, Bridget, have five children 
who attend Notre Dame of De Pere. 

Nominate Someone Today
To nominate someone or to learn more about  
these awards, visit the NDA website:  
www.notredameacademy.com/alumni/awards. 

NDA Celebrates  
29th Annual President’s Dinner

Dick Hietpas

Mary (LaMere) Burich

Dr . Joel Hein
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Phone-a-Thon

You Spoke,
We Listened!

Fundraising at Notre Dame Academy
Earlier this year, a survey was sent to NDA families . Based  
on the survey results, you told us that you would rather  
make one pledge to NDA rather than being contacted during 
Phone-a-Thon and Spring Appeal . You spoke, we listened! 

    July 2019 – You will receive a 
letter and pledge form in the 
mail . If you make a pledge, NDA 
will not contact you during 
Phone-a-Thon or Spring Appeal . 

    September 2019 – NDA will 
email and text you with a link 
to the NDA website to make 
contributing even easier . 

    October 2019 – If NDA has  
not heard from you, you will  
receive a phone call during 
Phone-a-Thon .

    April 2020 – If NDA has not 
heard from you regarding a 
pledge in July, you will  
receive a Spring Appeal letter .

✓

✓

✓

✓

Where We Are Going 
- Pledges!

You help to reduce the cost of tuition by 
46% for every NDA student through your 
contributions to Phone-a-Thon and Spring 
Appeal! Thank you for your contributions .

Actual Cost to 
Educate a Student

Cost of tuition 
in 2018-19

46%
$11,553 $6,250

Today 1990-1991
• Raises nearly $150,000

•  Calls made from NDA 
classrooms

•  Calls made using cell phones 
donated by Cellcom

•  Calls made Monday-Tuesday

• Calls made for nine weeks total

•  Pledges entered into computer 
and electronically created

•  Volunteers enjoy Little Caesar’s 
pizza during calling!

• Raised nearly $77,000

• Calls made from Schneider

• Calls made with landlines

• Calls made Sunday-Tuesday

• Calls made for eight weeks total

•  All pledges were taken by hand 
to be mailed the next day

•  Everyone went to Shakey’s Pizza 
after calling

NDA’s Top School-Wide Fundraisers
•  Tritonfest  •  Triton Golf Classic  •  Calendar Raffle  •  Phone-a-Thon  •  Spring Appeal 
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Megan Berndt, Loras College, wants 
to become an OBGYN, with hopes of 
starting her own clinic for women 
and children .

Rebekah Boucher, UW-Green Bay, 
plans to become a funeral director 
and start her own business in Wis-
consin or Illinois .

Grace Cooper, UW-Eau Claire, 
would like to be living a life that 
makes her happy . She’s not sure ex-
actly what she plans to do in the fu-
ture, but she knows that she would 
like to be happy . She wants to help 
others and find fulfillment through 
that .

Grace Fangman, Iowa State Univer-
sity, will major in finance . With this 
major, she intends to go into a career 
of Real Estate Development .

Anna Grzelak, Creighton Univer-
sity, will obtain a degree in Biology . 
Though she does not yet have a spe-
cific career in mind, she wants to be 
able to help others directly and to 
fulfill her role as a servant of Christ . 
Her overall goal in life is to bring as 
much joy into the world as possible .

Andrew Gunville, United States 
Marine Corp, has a goal to retire at 
an age when he can still be young 
enough to complete his bucket list .

Stephanie Huss, UW-Green Bay, 
will major in trauma nursing with a 
minor in psychology . Upon receiving 
her Bachelor's degree in nursing and 
psychology at UWGB, she will go to a 
nursing school to specialize .

Lily Kabat, Purdue University, has 
future plans including getting a Mas-
ter’s in Biomedical Engineering and 
International Business with a minor in 
Chinese . She wants to sell and work 
with medical equipment while work-
ing with China .

Zach Kellner, Columbia University, 
would like to be a physicist, or possi-
bly a physics professor .

Hope Krumrei, University of Minne-
sota Duluth, would like to become 
an Occupational Therapist and work 
with children .

Maddy Krysiak, St. Norbert College, 
has a goal to get a business degree 
and to open up her own business .

Karenna Lamm, Saint Mary's Col-
lege, Notre Dame, IN, plans to be-
come a sports journalist/writer work-
ing for a big company . She would 
love to work her way up to being a 
sports journalist/broadcaster in a big 
city .

Courtney Ledvina, UW-Green Bay, 
will obtain a degree in Art Education 
and teach elementary kids .

Bailee Malcore, UW-Eau Claire, 
will become an elementary school 
teacher .

Grainne O'Malley, St. Catherine 
University, plans to become a spe-
cial education teacher . 

Colleen Philbin, University of Iowa, 
wants to become a tour manager or 
some job on a concert tour .

Madi Rentmeester, Indiana Univer-
sity, will study business entrepre-
neurship in hopes of owning her own 
business in the future .

Audrey Sladek, UW-Eau Claire, 
plans to become a nurse practitioner . 
Her personal goal is to keep music 
prevalent in her life by continuing to 
teach piano on the side, playing the 
French horn, and having an absolute 
blast in the Blugold Marching Band at 
UW-Eau Claire .

Ashley Tuszka, UW-River Falls, will 
major in animal science with double 
emphasis in equine and companion 
animal, as she aspires to be a veter-
inarian . She also wishes to establish 
her own horse rescue once she has 
made a name for herself as a vet-
erinarian .

Ava Vande Corput, Purdue Univer-
sity, will go into medical researching 
to discover a medicine that will cure 
any migraine at any time .

Olivia Vanden Elzen, Grand Canyon 
University, hopes to become a jour-
nalist, preferably a sports journalist 
or in a field that she can combine her 
passion for writing and sports .

Yunmei Zhang, University of Cali-
fornia-Davis, will finish undergradu-
ate programs for business and find a 
job either in the USA or China .

Our Future is Bright
The dreams of 2019

Pictures correspond with captions from 
left to right . 



Dear Parents and Students  
of the NDA Class of 2023,
On behalf of our faculty, staff, and students, I want to welcome 
you to Notre Dame Academy! We are so excited to have you 
join the strong legacy of Notre Dame Academy students and 
alumni who learn, lead, and serve. 

NDA offers students an outstanding education while instilling 
values that lead to lifelong habits of service and leadership. 
Our goal at NDA is to provide our students with ongoing for-
mation in their faith, to develop each student’s God-given gifts, 
and to prepare them for success beyond high school. 

We accomplish this through a rigorous curriculum, supportive 
families, and a nurturing environment. Each student’s success 
story is waiting to be written, with endless possibilities and 
potential.

With more than 60 clubs, activities, and athletics, there is truly 
something for everyone. The four years ahead of you will be 
marked by learning opportunities and enduring friendships. We 
look forward to being a part of your success story.  

Important information for new students 
can be found on our website: www.No-
treDameAcademy.com.

See you in August,
Sarah VanGrunsven
Director of Enrollment Management
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WELCOME

Rev . Christian Raj, O . Praem ., NDA Chaplain, teaches freshman theology and he is looking forward to 
working with the NDA Class of 2023 . 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on your retirement!

Eileen Montgomery John Dunlap

Be Someone’s 
Guardian Angel!
Catholic education should be available for 
all students, regardless of financial ability. 
Sponsor a student through the Guardian 
Angel Fund today! 
Interested? Contact the President’s Office 
at (920) 429-6110. 

AN INVESTMENT 
THAT COUNTS
Become part of the 
NDA St. Augustine 
Legacy Society 

Designate NDA as the beneficiary of all 
or part of your retirement accounts

Proceeds will go to NDA tax-free

Interested? Contact the President’s 
Office at (920) 429-6110. 

Sarah VanGrunsven
Director of  

Enrollment Management
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Follow Us on Social Media

Stay Connected
Do you have news you’d like to share or do you need to update your mailing address/contact information? Simply 
complete the form below or submit your updates at http://www.notredameacademy.com/alumni/send-an-update. 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

School and Graduating Year:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

News to Share:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

✃

Sadie LaJoe, NDA English 
instructor, discusses a 
homework problem with 
Jack Chovan (left) and 
Charlie Sauter, NDA 2019 . 


