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Academy Awards: A Change for NDA
by Hannah Vanden Heuvel

Senior Fuzz French, last year’s Mr. NDA runner-up, looks over the script with senior 
emcees Vanessa Lent and Madeline Laaksonen. See the Online Tritonian for an 
interview with the two emcees.

 “When Sr. Pat hired me in the 
summer of 1995,” said English teacher 
Carolyn Brown, “she told me I was 
Student Government adviser and my 
major task was replacing homecoming 
week with Fall Festival.” 

“You can do anything you want to 
have fun and make them not want 
homecoming,” the principal told 
Brown.  “So every night of Fall Fest 
Week we had an event, one of which 
was the male pageant/show like we’d 
done at my old school in Chicago.”

Since the first show on Tuesday 
night of Fall Fest Week, Mr. NDA has 
undergone multiple changes.  In fact, 
the first title awarded was not even 
Mr. NDA; the winner (Jeff Lutsey) 
was dubbed “NDA’s MVP.”

The original show featured four 

categories. The contestants were to 
strut their stuff in formalwear, flex 
some muscles in beachwear, wow 
judges with their talent act and get 
their wits tested by a Q&A portion. 
However, many of these aspects of the 
show have been changed or drasti-
cally developed to the point that early 
contestants would be surprised by 
today’s event.

For instance, there were no videos 
in the show until 2001 when Mr. 
NDA Tommy Durkin sent a video 
from the Air Force Academy to wish 
the 2002 contestants well, and beach-
wear has been weaned out due to time 
constraints.

However, the contestants were not 
the only ones creating changes and 
trying to surpass the previous year.

“It’s becoming hard to outdo our-
selves,” said Jake Gerlikovski, the lead 

sound and light technician.
Gerlikovski is a 2014 NDA grad 

and has worked tech for NDA since 
his sophomore year, but it wasn’t until 
his senior year that he decided to 
really “vamp it up.” Last year’s feature 
was fake snow and a soaring Rudolph. 
His goal for this year is to provide 
aircraft landing lights.

Another thing that has changed 
over the years is how students vote for 
the Mr. NDA candidates. For the sec-
ond year, students voted electronically.

“Voting by computers has done 
away with hand counting the ballots. 
It eliminates two or three  days of 
counting and allows us to get the 
results out faster,” said Mrs. Brown.

But, the big change for this year is 
a change to one of the deepest roots 
of the show--the competing gender. 
For 22 years, girls were not given the 
opportunity of being voted in as only 
a list of junior and senior guys were on 
the ballot. 

As the ballot opens to both genders, 
so does emcee auditions, rampeteer 
selection and the senior dance. 

Since the new change allowing fe-
male names on the ballot, the student 
body voted seniors Anna Schaut and 
Katherine Zeise into the competition. 

“I never in a million years thought 
that girls would be in Mr. NDA, let 
alone that I’d be a participant in the 
show. I’m so beyond excited and grate-
ful to be in the show,” said Zeise.

However, the new contestants will 
be going up against someone old---
Ryan “Fuzz” French.

This will be French’s 10th perfor-
mance in Mr. NDA. 

In 2010 he made his debut in the 
talent act of student Mike Allard. 
French was known around NDA 
because his mom, Molly French, 
coached track and his older sister and 
brother attended the school. 

French shared that his favorite part 
of being involved with Mr. NDA has 
been the adrenaline rush you get dur-
ing the show.

French took second place last year 
and will compete for the crown one 

And Some Have Never 
Seen the Show...

by Adison Karbon

Mr. NDA, now Academy Awards, 
has been a big part of our NDA 
culture for many years, but there are 
still members in our midst who have 
never seen the show. These people 
range from teachers, to students, to 
our very own principal. Most of these 
people have only heard good things 
and have a very vivid picture of the 
show in their minds as a result of 
all the wonderful comments heard 
around our school.

Mr. Browne came to NDA last 
January, so naturally he has not been 
able to attend the show before. He has 
come to learn that it is a “combination 
talent show with music, question 
answering and a popularity contest.” 

He also heard that “everybody 
loves it.” He definitely plans on 
coming since he enjoys NDA 
events and loves to support our 
community. “I am expecting it to be 
another well-organized event which 
will be impressive on its level of 
organization,” said Mr. Browne. He 
is especially looking forward to seeing 
the support our school will have for 
our first-ever girl contestants this year.

Our new principal is not the only 
one who hasn’t seen Mr. NDA. One 
of the contestants this year, Max 
Timmer, has never had the time 
before as a result of his dance recitals, 
but he has watched the intros of past 

contestants on YouTube. He said his 
friends have always loved it and said 
great things.

“I think it’s going be one of the 
funniest shows yet,” said Timmer. 
“There are so many funny and 
talented people in it so it’s destined to 
be amazing.” 

Another student, Gioia Cumicek, 
also missed Mr. NDA as a result of 
dance recitals. Her friends came to 
watch her dance and then rushed to 
make it to Mr. NDA after. They have 
told her that it is super exciting and 
“shouldn’t be missed if possible.” 

Cumicek is excited to be attending 
this year and is “expecting a lot of 
laughter and entertainment” and to 
see plenty of “creativity.”

Naturally many freshmen have 
never seen the show, including twins 
Frank and George Wied whose cousin 
Jack Wied performed two years in a 
row with Jack Pavek, who won the 
title his senior year. 

Both Wieds look forward to 
attending this year, as hockey (as of 
press time) does not have a game 
scheduled for Dec. 1.

I myself have never seen Mr. NDA, 
but I hope to attend the Academy 
Awards this year. I have heard many 
great things about it and have a feeling 
this year will be a memorable one.

last time.
“It’s cool to be a part of the new 

chapter of Mr. NDA,” said French.
French will strut his stuff for the 

tenth time down the same catwalk 
that has been used the past 22 years 
for the show. The catwalk was built by 
Mr. Eric Novotny and maintenance 
staff 22 years ago. 
     “We decided to have a ramp from 
the very beginning. The ramp is 
essential to our show. It enables the 
contestant to be more connected to 
the audience,” said Brown.
     Just like the other “originals” of 
the show, it has been updated. Four 
years ago it was reinforced after 

a pounding by contestant Blake 
Olejniczak, and last year the entire 
plywood top was redone.
     While Brown and Mrs. Julie 
Campbell organized the show for 
years, the head guru now is Frau 
Laaksonen, executive adviser of Stu-
dent Government.  
     Mrs. Holly Hinch and Mrs. Sarah 
Van Grunsven round out the team of 
advisers. Since its inception, the show 
has been a fundraiser for Student 
Government.
     So, in line with its history of evo-
lution, don’t miss out on the all-new 
Academy Awards and the crowning of 
either a Mr. NDA or a Ms. NDA.

by Lauren Van Gheem & Mariah Michalski

Sophomore Owen Campbell, 
Notre Dame Academy’s video expert, 
is gearing up for another Mr. NDA 
performance.

Owen’s love of making videos 
began when he received his first movie 
camera in fifth grade. 

“After fifth grade, filmmaking 
became my life. I can’t imagine my 
life today if I never started to make 
movies,” said Owen. 

Owen loves the element of 
surprise that filmmaking has to offer. 

“I always think ‘how will this 
look in the end’ when I am making 
a movie. You just have to trust that 
what you are doing is going to end up 
looking good,” he said.

Julie Campbell, Owen’s mother, 
is very supportive of her son’s passion 
for filming. Sometimes she does worry 
that Owen might overextend himself 
between school work and editing. 

“As a rule he does his homework 

first, so as long as he maintains his 
good grades, I know he is managing 
his time well,” said Mrs. Campbell. 

After reading and watching the 
Harry Potter series, Owen became 
inspired to begin filming. 

“I wouldn’t be who I am today if 
it was not for J.K. Rowling’s amazing 
world she created. Those films 
and books showed me the magical 
worlds that can be built from your 
imagination,” he said.

Mrs. Campbell recognized Owen’s 
artistic abilities flourishing at a young 
age.

“I first noticed his interest in 
filmmaking when he would point out 
mistakes in movies, cartoons and even 
when the weatherman was using a 
green screen,” said Mrs. Campbell. 

Owen is ready to put his creativity 
and imagination to work for this year’s 
Academy Awards. He loves how the 
contest has evolved throughout the 
years, growing more impressive each 
year.

“I think the overall growth of the 
show as a whole is just so impressive. 
It’s amazing to see what it has become 
today,” said Owen. 

Owen creates many intro videos 
for Mr. NDA contestants, spending an 
average of 1 to 3 days on each video. 

“I would say my favorite part 
about Mr. NDA is seeing everyone’s 
creativity and talent shine,” he said. 

“I love how creative he is and how 
he uses his talents to help others,” 
Mrs. Campbell said. 

Owen sees a future for himself 
in filmmaking and hopes to attend 
college in California or New 
York, majoring in visual effects or 
animation. 

“In twenty years, I hope to be 
either a film editor or animator for a 
film studio. My dream job would be 
to work for either Disney or Warner 
Brothers,” said the sophomore. 

Despite his big dreams, Owen also 
sees the importance of living in the 
moment. 

 Candidates Love Mr. Video

Mr. NDA 2017, Ben Lelinski, hopes to crown his successor on December 1, 2018. 
Read an online interview with Lelinski at ndatritonian.com.
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Katherine, what always makes you cry? 
Watching videos of soldiers coming home to their dogs or the 
movie Forrest Gump.
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
Telekinesis 
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mrs. Campbell because she is the sweetest woman alive. 
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
Mr. Kriegl’s office because it is my safe place.
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
I got a Twitter DM from Olivia Campbell saying this, “Do Mr. 
NDA, you’d be great in it. When I think of the funniest people I 
know, they are all girls. You’d be a great first person to be in the 
first year of a coed Mr. NDA.” 
If you could meet anyone in the world for dinner, whom would 
you choose and why? 
Stevie Nicks because I think she’s an amazing woman with so 
much life experience and talent. 

Anna, what always makes you cry? 
The soothing sound of our band playing the fight song at a pep 
assembly  
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
Teleportation so I could be the first person in Konop at lunch.
What would you do if the world was ending? 
Eat as many chicken nuggets as I could before the zombies came 
for me.
If you could trade bodies with anyone in the world, whom 
would you choose?
Olivia Sullivan because she is incredibly good looking (also just 
because I would love to be a part of the Sullivan family).
What is your favorite high school memory? 
Having the honor of being Clayton Lisowski’s rampeteer my 
sophomore year.  

Max, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Henry, you can make it across that street in time.”
What always makes you cry? 
When I step on the scale. 
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
Mattea Vecera
What would you do if the world was ending? 
Max out my Konop lunch account
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a 
Notre Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mrs. Brown because even though we’d die within 15 minutes, it’d 
be a good time. 
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
The doors at the atrium when I leave. 
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
“You should lose some weight.”--Mike Timmer
If you could trade bodies with anyone in the world, whom 
would you choose? Owen Brummel 
What was your favorite moment at NDA?  
When Mr. Saharsky became my teacher and called me Matt the 
entire semester.

Keegan Gille
Owen, what’s the last lie you told? 
“See you guys at basketball practice.”
What always makes you cry? 
When Joel Meglic steals my food. 
Who is the female version of yourself? Jenna Cuene 
What would you do if the world was ending? 
Drive a car with my non-existent license. 
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
Anything by John Mayer, or Five Finger Death Punch
Who would be your dream date and why? 
I’ve had a crush on Selena Gomez since I was 6.
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
When you are about to do something, ask yourself, would an idiot 
do that? If the answer is yes, you do not do that thing. -Dwight 
Schrute... changed my life. 

Josh, who is the male or female version of yourself?
Emily Cribben
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
To be able to absolutely destroy snowflakes with logic and 
reason like Ben Shapiro 
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a 
Notre Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr. Stary, he would use his fencing skills to establish 
dominance in the local food chain.
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
The bathroom right outside of Mr. Guyette’s room because it 
is always so accessible
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who 
gave it? 
“Go every time so others may every time.” -Rick Vice

Keegan,what’s the last lie you told? 
“Hey, Fuzz, your hair looks good today!”
What always makes you cry? 
Tommy Tressler’s attempt at rapping on Friday morning 
announcements. 
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
Ellen DeGeneres 
What would you do if the world was ending? 
I would kiss my dad on the lips and proceed to binge watch my 
absolute favorite show, Dragon Ball Z.
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
The football locker room, you can’t find Sam Drake murdering the 
beat to Timmy Trumpet anywhere else.
If you could trade bodies with anyone in the world, whom 
would you choose?
Amber Rose

Jake, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Don’t worry, Theo, I’m sure your skit will be funny.”
What would you do if the world was ending?
Hide behind Fuzz
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
I would live with Mr. Lagerman because he would insure that 
there would be zero traffic violations on that island.
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
“Too Much Sauce” 
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
“Jake, you are the least talented person I know.” ~ Mom
If you could meet anyone in the world for dinner, whom would 
you choose and why? 
I would choose 2pac so I could ask him if he is just messing with 
us.

Grady, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Yeah, Caleb, your hair looks good dyed.”
What always makes you cry? 
Episode Three when Obi Wan defeats Anakin. 
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
The female version of me has to be Scarlett Johansson. 
What would you do if the world was ending? 
I would not do anything; the world is ending. 
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr. Dory because he is an absolute savage.   
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
Any Lonely Island song 
What is your favorite movie and why? 
The Other Guys because it pretty much sums up my life.

Riley, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Yeah, Jacob Conrad, you look really big today! You must be 
hitting the weight room.”
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
Definitely Rachel Green from F.R.I.E.N.D.S.
What would you do if the world was ending? 
Pick up some Red Robin and binge watch Gossip Girl.
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
“Fergalicious”
What is your favorite movie and why? 
To all the Boys I’ve Loved Before because I’m a sucker for a good 
romantic comedy.
Who would be your dream date and why?
Grace Fangman because my friend Bo said that she and I 
would be great together!
What is your biggest inspiration?  Bo Buckley’s hair.

James, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Your hair looks nice today.”
If you had a superpower, what would it be? Flight.
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a 
Notre Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr. McGowan because he’s cool as heck.
What is the soundtrack of your life? “Mamma Mia!”
What is your favorite movie and why? 
Step Brothers because I always wanted a brother.
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
Mrs. Brown’s room because she always gives treats out.
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given? My dad told 
me to live within yourself and to the best of your ability. 

Theo, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Nah, Jake, you don’t look short in a suit.”
What always makes you cry? When it still takes me three 
attempts to unlock my locker as a senior.
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
Amazon Alexa. We both spew out useless information whether or 
not you ask for it.
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a 
Notre Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr. Kriegl. At least I would be prepared for Heaven.
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
The pool. It’s nice to take my 8th hours off and just float.
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
“Walk in like you own the place.” - Randy Van Straten

Howie, what’s the last lie you told? That I contributed to a group 
project that I was partners with Alex Roach in.
What always makes you cry?
Definitely the Bachelor and Bachelorette Finales, also ‘Blonde’ by 
Frank Ocean is a frequent listen and always makes me tear up.
Who is the female version of yourself?
Probably Sabrina Carpenter from ‘Girl Meets World.’
What would you do if the world was ending?  I would first go to 
confession, and then I would empty my bank accounts so I could 
buy like 100 Doritos Locos Tacos and singlehandedly consume 
them while re-watching all of “Parks and Rec.”
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why?
For sure Mr. Gray, I’m pretty sure that he has infinite knowledge, 
and I’m fairly confident that a year wouldn’t even be enough time 
to learn everything that he has to offer.
What is the soundtrack of your life? ‘Sweetener’ by Ariana 
Grande.

Henry, what’s the last lie you told? 
“You look good today, Grady.”
What always makes you cry?
The Packers’ bye week
Who is the male or female version of yourself?
Any Kardashian
What would you do if the world was ending? 
Tweet about it
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
Anything Nickelback or Black Eyed Peas
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
Mrs. Bain’s microphone area
Who would be your dream date and why? 
Senora Dory, we get each other
What is the best advice you’ve ever been given?  Who gave it? 
“Don’t be an idiot.” - Michael Scott
If you could trade bodies with anyone in the world, whom 
would you choose?
Evan Walczyk, so I can find a girlfriend.

Fuzz, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Can I go home? I’m sick.” 
What always makes you cry? 
Beginning scene of Finding Nemo 
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
Flight, I would never have to walk 
What would you do if the world was ending? Try to save it 
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr. Dory, the man definitely can survive in the woods just judging 
by his beard, and he’s easy to talk to so no dull conversations 
What is your favorite movie and why? 
Tommy Boy, I just resemble the main character. 
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
Locker room, lots of great memories 
If you could trade bodies with anyone in the world, whom 
would you choose?
Anybody that will have a full head of hair their entire life. :( 

Charlie, what’s the last lie you told? 
“Shrek the Third is not the greatest motion picture of all time.”
What always makes you cry? 
The film ends as Shrek retires with Fiona and they return to their 
swamp a few months later, becoming the parents of ogre triplets.
Who is the male or female version of yourself? Female = Fiona
If you had a superpower, what would it be?
Be able to turn into an Ogre at will.
If you had to live on a deserted island for one year with a Notre 
Dame staff member, who would it be and why? 
Mr.Guyette because he shares a love for the Shrek Series. The 
sweat would be an easy water source.
What is the soundtrack of your life? 
“All Star” by Smash Mouth
What is your favorite location at NDA and why? 
Main Hallway bathroom, it’s my swamp
If you could meet anyone in the world for dinner, whom would 
you choose and why?  Shrek, he is my hero.

Grady Brick

http://shrek.wikia.com/wiki/Ogre_triplets
http://shrek.wikia.com/wiki/Ogre_triplets
http://shrek.wikia.com/wiki/Ogre_triplets
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Cheers and Jeers
Cheer: Father Christian: Perhaps the biggest Cheer of the 2018-2019 
school year is our new friend from India, Father Christian. 

Jeer: Homeroom: No more food. No more time with fellow homeroom 
mates. Hard to make fun plans. Need we say more? 

Cheer: Senior Seminar Speaker, Douglas Darby: Debatably the most 
dreaded part about being a senior: Senior Seminar. However, the latest 
seminar featured Douglas Darby, co-founder of the non-profit Rise 
Together, who told his very own story about addiction and brought an 
empowering message to the senior class. 

Jeer: Packer Season: Yikes. 

Cheer: Konop Cookie Punch Cards: Now that we have your attention, 
let’s take a moment to appreciate this new addition to the Konop line. 
Thanks to seniors James Kanning and Elliot McGinnity-Schneider, when 
you buy 10 cookies, you get the 11th one free!

Jeer: Mr. and Ms. NDA Haters: Although there has been some 
controversy about the addition of girls to the ballots, the event is still 
a great way to support your classmates. It will still be a lot of fun, 
guaranteed! We better see you there!

Members of the Journalism I class compiled this special issue of the Tritonian and encourage you to check out the Online Tritonian 
for more stories about the Dec. 1 Academy Awards show. Front row:  Libby Rickards, Kyra Merriman, Olivia Vanden Elzen, 
Crystal Garza, Tania Antonio, Gioia Cumicek, and Sam Schmid.  Back row:  Hannah Vanden Heuvel, Melanie Luna Guerrero, 
Ciara Van Dreese, Aeva Ver Boort, Autumn Klemenic, Adison Karbon, Mariah Michalski and Maddie Jalozynski. Not pictured 
is Caragan Olles.

by Libby Rickards

Rampeteering is a tradition that 
started four years ago in Mr. NDA 
as a way to incorporate female 
underclassmen.

“It was a way for the freshmen and 
sophomores to be part of Mr. NDA,” 
said Mrs. Brown.

The term “rampeteer” was created 
because advisers were desperate for 
another name for “escort.”

This year, with the addition of 
girls as contestants, freshman and 
sophomore boys were needed to walk 
the ramp as “rampeteers.”

For the first time ever, two male 
names were picked, freshman Bryce 
Kane and sophomore Aidan Guiou.

“I don’t involve myself in many 
school functions, and since I probably 
won’t ever be voted in to compete in 
Mr. NDA, I thought I might as well 
participate while I can,” said Guiou.

Both Kane and Guiou expressed 
how excited they are and how they 
hope to hype up the crowd with their 
catwalk.

“It feels good knowing that there 
were that many people trying to get 
the same job as me.  I realized that I, 
along with others, will be doing the 
introduction to the show,” said Kane.

Kane will be escorting Anna Schaut, 
and Guiou will be escorting Katherine 
Ziese.

Other rampeteers selected in a 
random drawing are Lucia Bosco, 
Lainey Chosa, Charlotte Van Den 
Heuvel, Abby Hofacker, Lily Balison, 
Maria Hanes, Molly Kukiela, Gracie 
Mongin, Jada Ver Boort, Anna Smith, 
Melissa Mercado, Hannah Weisse and 
Megan Kurowski.

It will be exciting to see what both 
female--and males--will add to the 
Academy Awards.

Another First For NDA: 
Male Rampeteers

Academy Chatter: 
What is your favorite Mr. NDA Memory?
Nathan Vanden Heuvel, tech staff 
and alumni:  “When I hung halfway 
out of the catwalk during a dress 
rehearsal trying to figure out how 
to throw a dummy dressed up like a 
contestant onto the stage.”
Mia Turek, senior: “Seeing Elliot 
McGinnity-Schneider yoyo.”
Alana Mencheski, senior: “When I 
was Michael Schumacher’s rampeteer 
and Danny Stewart fell and tipped 
me over when he was rollerblading off 
stage from the intro.”
Stella DeMeuse, senior: “Vinny 
Pallini doing the magic show.”
Sonja Gapinski, sophomore: 
“Dancing in a llama onesie in my 
brother’s skit.”
Briana Fitzgerald, sophomore: 
“Charlie Lemkuil and his friends 
pretending to be statues and then 

spitting water all over the stage.”
Drew Gunville, senior: “Participating 
in Joe Sladek’s talent in the barbershop 
quartet.”
Rebekah Boucher, senior: “When 
John Leonard and Zipp did their ball 
dance.”
Bella Brabazon, junior: “Any show 
that was only boys competing.”
Benj Vanhandel, senior: “Andrew 
Zipp’s aerobic act.”
Tommy Martzahl, senior: “Ross 
Warpinski’s dance.”
Chloe Capomaccio, senior: “Tight 
pants.”
Jada Ver Boort, sophomore: “Fuzz’s 
skit.”
Cole Whatley, senior: “When Jack 
Wied danced around like he was a 
ballet dancer.”
Abby Meyer, senior: “Kevin 

Robinson’s synchronized swimming.”
Olivia Vanden Elzen, senior: “Ben 
Richard’s car pool karaoke.”
Ciara Van Dreese, senior: “Ben 
Richard’s video.”
Maddie Vincent, junior: “Watching 
Cassidy Noble wear sports goggles and 
getting to make fun of her.”
Molly Rader, junior: “Ryan 
O’Connell’s ‘Welcome to my Crib’ 
intro.”
Clara Blumreich, junior: “Ben 
Lelinski’s kilt.”
Hannah Guyette, junior: “Going to 
Mr. NDA with my friends.”
Charley Apple, sophomore: 
“Watching Lemkuil and his friends 
do the water-spitting talent. That was 
really funny.” 
Taylor Massart, junior: “Going with 
my friends last year.”

Alex Lamere, junior: “When Charlie 
Lemkuil went on stage and did the 
water fountain act as his talent.”
Gorrety Juarez, junior: “Going to 
Mr. NDA freshman year.”
Karenna Lamm, senior: “Andrew 
Zipp and John Leonhard’s hilarious 
ball dance.”
Jack Schumer, junior: “Freshman 
year when that one dude did a bottle 
flip and it landed.”
Garrett Moureau, senior: “When 
Andrew Zipp and a group of friends 
did a 70s workout routine wearing 
leotards.”
Isaiah Hennessy, freshman: “Henry 
Wied because he is going to win this 
year.”
Tim Turek, sophomore: “Ben 
Lelinski’s helium skit.”
Trinity Janowski, senior: “Jack Pavek 
on his ukulele singing about his best 
friend Jack Weid.”
Bridget Kapic, junior: “I never really 
got to go to Mr. NDA yet because of 
dance, but from what I’ve seen, all 
of the intro videos have been really 
funny!”
Theo Van Straten, senior: “My 
freshman year when I was in Joe 
Sladek’s barber shop group and at 
practice all eight of us ran out to the 
end of the catwalk and nearly made it 
collapse. I’m sure I’ll make even better 
memories this year.”
Alex Roach, junior: “When Nate 
Ihlenfeldt played the guitar and 
Michael Schumacher was playing the 
drums. It was crazy.”
Bella Zent, senior: “Teddy Suda 
singing ‘Smells Like Teen Spirit’ by 
Nirvana because it was a crazy light 
show, and he was just screaming the 
song and I will never forget that.”
Sami Lefever, senior: “Andrew Zipp’s 
talent act my sophomore year.  He 
danced and it was so funny.”
Grace Wheeler, senior: “When girls 
were not a part of it.”
Megan Zasuly, junior: “When I 
laughed so hard, I peed my pants a 
little.”
Juliah Linzmeier, sophomore: “They 
were all so great.”
Nick Foscato, junior: “I really liked 
Nate Ihlenfeldt’s two years ago.”
Sammy Treml, sophomore: “The 
lighting.”
Alora Schneider, freshman: “I am 
interested to see how it is with girls 
this year as I heard it was great in the 
past.”

Sawyer Scholl, junior: “Ben Lelinski’s 
intro video was very funny and 
entertaining.”
Lauren Schauer, junior: “Charlie 
Lemkuil’s talent act last year.”
Marcus Hornachek, junior: 
“Watching Ben Lelinski’s helium 
song.”
Michael Hummel, junior: “Charlie 
Lemkuil’s water skit act.”
Ben Gregory, junior: “Ben Lelinski’s 
talent thing.”
Xander Roberts, sophomore: “Mikey 
Gregory and John Fry doing their 
dance during their song.”
Parker Olson, junior: “Ryan 
O’Connell’s video.”
Nick Foscasto, junior: “Nate Illey 
doing the mannequin challenge.”
Ava Van Straten, sophomore: “My 
brother Theo’s video.”
Micah Dennis, senior: “When Vinnie 
Pallini threw the ax backstage.”
Maddie Jalozynski, senior: “I have 
never been, but I am excited to attend 
it this year.”
Ms. Denise Rykal, teacher: “I really 
like the video skits that they do; they 
are super creative and funny.”
Reid Milton, junior: “I have never 
attended because of hockey season.”
Ethan Motquin, senior: “Keegan 
Brick was the best.”
Grady Brick, senior: “When I was in 
my brother’s intro a few years ago.”
Larry Reyes, senior: “Matt Duffy, he 
reenacted Mean Girls scenes, and it 
was really funny.”
Cargan Olles, junior: “Working with 
all of the contestants prior to the show 
and watching the rehearsals.”
Lydia Sladek, junior: “I really 
enjoyed my brother’s barbershop 
talent act his senior year.”
Abby VanOoyen, junior: “Ryan 
O’Connell’s intro video.”
Romes, junior: “Being a judge last 
year.”
Bella Weslow, junior: “Getting to go 
out with my friends before and getting 
to laugh together as a group.”
Mrs. Holly Hinch, staff: “When I 
was a rampeteer.” 
Ellen Meeuwsen, junior: “Ben 
Lelinski’s helium act.”
Ashley Lemens, junior: “When Ben 
Lelinski walked out in a kilt.”
Hannah Guyette, junior: “All of the 
funny performances.”

Many more responses available to read 
on the ndatritonian.com.
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